
Answers to Commonly Asked Questions about Cremation 

 

What is cremation? 

Cremation (using fire and heat) is the process by which the body of the deceased is 

reduced to its basic elements. 

 

When should cremation take place? 

The church strongly prefers that cremation take place after the full Funeral Liturgy 

where the body is present. “This is the body once washed in baptism, anointed with the 

oil of salvation, and fed with the bread of life.” The Church's belief in the sacredness of 

life and the resurrection of the dead encourages us to celebrate the funeral liturgies 

with the body present while affirming the value of human life.  

 

Should cremation occur before or after the funeral? 

The Church clearly prefers and urges that the body be present during the Vigil and 

Funeral Mass, and that if cremation is to be used, it take place after the Rite of Final 

Commendation. The cremated human remains would then be interred during the Rite of 

Committal. However, in the U.S., cremation often takes place immediately or soon after 

death. 

 

Is it necessary to purchase a casket for cremation? 

Crematories require that the body be placed into a container in which the body can be 

transported and placed into the cremation chamber. This can be a simple cardboard box 

or a special cremation casket. If you would like to have the body of the deceased 

available for Mass, you may wish to purchase a special cremation casket, or some 

funeral directors offer a rental casket. In these cases, cremation follows the Mass. 

 

What is the proper container for cremated remains? 

Appropriate containers (not necessarily expensive) such as a classic urn are proper for 

the cremated remains.  

 

Who decides if I am cremated? 

In most cases you make the decision to be cremated. However, your survivors may 

decide to have you cremated, generally because of special family circumstances.  

Making these decisions ahead of time and knowing that your wishes will be carried out 

is a key advantage to advance planning. 

 

How do I make my wishes known? 

If you want your body cremated you can make those wishes known in your will and in 

documents designed to help plan and prepare your funeral. 


