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Dedication: 
 

To the adults of the Diocese of Green Bay.  

May your hearts be burning with the love of Christ! 

 

 

 

Thank you: 
 

Julianne Donlon, Director of Adult Faith Formation and the Adult Faith Formation Advisory 

Team wish to thank all those who have generously contributed to this work. But most 

importantly, we thank you for your gift of service to the Church and to the adults in our parishes 

of the Diocese of Green Bay.  

 

 

Members of the Adult Faith Formation Advisory Team: 

 

Deacon Patrick Whitcomb (Chairperson) 

Jamie Whalen (Secretary) 

Carol Jensen 

Sr. Patricia Clement 

Mary Ann Otto 

Fr. James Massart 

Fr. Keith Clark 

Judy Turba 

Fr. Conrad Kratz 

Vonda Jossart 

Ann Habeck 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Approved for publication by the Department of Education, Diocese of Green Bay. 

Partially sponsored by the Bishop’s Annual Appeal. 



 

Index 
 

1. Message from Bishop David L. Ricken 

2. Our Catholic Faith- Learn it! Love it! Live it!- Dr. Joseph A. Bound 

3. Renew the Commitment!-  Julianne Donlon 

4. Adult Faith Formation: Forums: Platforms for Dialogue- Bishop Robert F. 

Morneau 

5. A Visible Place of Witness- Carol Jensen 

6. Jesus, Light My Fire- Fr. Alfred McBride O.Praem. 

7. Women Alive In Faith- Sr. Diane Baumann, ANG 

8. Catholic Charities- Helping People, Strengthening Families, Building 

Communities- Karen Johnston 

9. Connecting the Dots ...- Fr. John Girotti 

10. How Can I Keep from Singing?- Michele and Lyle Becker 

11. More Than a Feeling:  The Pastoral Circle and Adult Faith Formation- 

Tony Pichler 

12. Prayer- Kristina DeNeve 

13. The Redemption- Rabbi Sidney A. Vineburg  

14. Adult Faith Formation- A Time  for Harvesting- Sr. Jacqueline Spaniola, OSF 

15. Image of Faith for the Americas: The Virgin of Guadalupe- Carlos 

Hernandez 

16. Christian Hospitality - A Way of Life- Mary Sedlacek 

17. An Irish Tale- Deacon Patrick Whitcomb 

18. The Role of Music in Faith Formation- Carol Wilda 

19. Spiritual Direction - Another Facet of Adult Faith Formation- Sr. Anne 

Marie Lom, OSF 

20. Fully Human and Fully Alive- Fr. Jim Massart 

21. The Transformational Power Of Prayer- Sr. Patricia Clement, CSJ 

22. Stewards of Giftedness- Mary Ann Otto 

23. Complete and Systematic=All-  Susan Perrault 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 

“We live in a diverse multicultural society that offers us a rich experience of how the faith is 

lived, expressed, and celebrated in our own time. We see in this society a widespread spiritual 

hunger—a quest for meaning and for a deeply personal experience of God and of 

community”OHWB #26 

 

 

2009 marks the 10
th

 anniversary of the United States Catholic Bishop’s document “Our Hearts 

Were Burning” concerning the primacy of adult faith formation. The USCCB affirms that adult 

faith formation should “be considered the chief form of catechesis. All the other forms, which 

are indeed always necessary, are in some way oriented to it.” (OHWB 13). Adult faith formation 

is geared to a lifelong deepening of faith in Christ, thus serving as the point of reference for 

catechesis in other age groups. Intentional adult catechesis significantly enhances the life of all 

within our Catholic communities. Adult faith formation, by which people consciously grow in 

the life of Christ through experience, reflection, prayer, and study, must be the "the central task 

in [this] catechetical enterprise," becoming "the axis around which revolves the catechesis of 

childhood and adolescence as well as that of old age." (OHWB #5) 

 

Adult faith formation is a priority of the Diocese of Green Bay and of the United States Catholic 

Bishops. We continue to encourage adults in the ongoing growth in knowledge of their faith and 

in their commitment to Christ and the Church. Growth in faith is one means of enhancing our 

life-long journey in preparation for meeting God face-to-face as well as living each day 

according to Gospel values that have been taught and caught.  

 

 

 The Most Reverend Bishop David L. Ricken, DD, JCL  

 Bishop Diocese of Green Bay 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 
 

 

It is my hope and dream that all parishes in the Diocese of Green Bay will make real the vision 

of the United States Catholic Bishops as expressed in the document of “Our Hearts Were 

Burning Within Us” published in 1999.  As a result of many parishes embracing this document 

and the work of the Diocesan Department of Education, I am encouraged to see that a number of 

parishes already have adult faith formation programs in place and that more parishes are 

planning to establish programs in the very near future.  Interestingly enough, both the Schools 

and the parish religious education diocesan strategic plans call for parent faith formation and life 

long Catholic education for all Catholics – a testimony to the importance our school 

administrators and catechetical leaders place on adult faith formation.  Like the bishops of this 

country, they see adult faith formation as benefiting not only adults, but children and youth as 

stated on page 13 of the document, “An adult community whose faith is well-informed and lively 

will more effectively pass the faith on to the next generation.”  This is the goal of all Catholic 

education: to pass on the faith to others. 

 

With this in mind, please join me and the Department of Education team in celebrating the tenth 

anniversary of the publishing of “Our Hearts Were Burning Within Us”. 

 

Our Catholic faith.  Learn It! Love It! Live It! 

 

 

Joseph A. Bound, Ph.D. 

Director of Education 

Diocese of Green Bay 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

“Let us do our part with creativity and vigor, our hearts aflame with love to empower adults to 

know and live the message of Jesus.” OHWB #183 

 

Greetings Friends in Christ, 

The 10
th

 Anniversary of the groundbreaking document “Our Hearts Were Burning” by the 

USCCB is upon us!  

To celebrate the progress that has been made in the Diocese of Green Bay and to pose solutions 

to the challenges that we are faced with in ministering to adults, this booklet represents a 

kaleidoscope of the diversity of catechesis in our Diocese. The authors of the individual articles 

were asked to reflect upon a facet of adult faith formation that they have personally encountered 

or have focused upon in their ministry. As such, this booklet reflects the hard work and 

dedication of those in this Diocese who reach out to our adult community. There are practical 

tips for ministering to adults, proven strategies that have borne the test of time and new and 

innovative ways of reaching the adult community within our parishes. It is my hope that this 

booklet will continue to inspire us to renew the commitment to working with adults in a vibrant 

and intentional manner.  

The goal of adult faith formation goes beyond providing programs and opportunities for adults to 

learn about their faith. It points to a process whereby the adult who has been evangelized 

becomes the evangelizer. Through adult faith formation our communities are transformed into 

evangelizing communities of lifelong discipleship. Adult faith formation calls for a spirit of 

generosity, of curiosity, of imagination and of commitment.  All are welcome and encouraged to 

participate in the multitude of ways we deepen our faith as Christians: through full participation 

in worship, in mission and outreach work, in teaching, leading, praying, and giving and in 

joining classes that call out to us and to our interests.  

As Church, we are called to nurture one another in our faith journeys by worshipping together, 

learning together and serving together in love and life within a community of faith. In his 2008 

speech to educators, Pope Benedict XVI urges us to “Bear witness to hope. Nourish your 

wintness with prayer.”
1
 Faith formation of adults always begins and ends with Christ- the alpha 

and the omega. It is to and through Christ that we will renew our commitment to each other and 

to the Church.  

Julianne Donlon 

Director of Adult Faith Formation 

Diocese of Green Bay 

 

 

 

   
                                                 
1
 Pope Benedict XVI’s speech to educators published in “Origins” May 1

st
 2008 by the Catholic News Service. 



 

 
 

Bishop Robert F. Morneau 
 

Back in the early 1990s, I was invited to give a talk at the Peter Favre Forum in Milwaukee.  The 

mission of this Forum was to nurture the spiritual formation of extremely busy Catholic business 

people.  At the Forum’s monthly breakfast meetings speakers addressed issues for the spiritual, 

intellectual, and moral enrichment of the participants.  I am still not certain whether my lecture 

achieved that goal. 

 

I thought that it might be helpful to our Diocese of Green Bay to begin a similar program.  So, 

with the help of our diocesan staff (particularly Cindi Brawner, Executive Director of the 

Catholic Foundation) and in conjunction with the Theological Institute at St. Norbert College, we 

established the Claude Allouez Forum at St. Norbert College.  Claude Allouez (1622-1689), a 

Jesuit priest from France, was instrumental in establishing Catholic missions in the upper 

Midwest.  In 1669, Fr. Allouez established the first mission in Oconto.  His witness of faith 

seemed appropriate as patron of our undertaking. 

 

The Forum met from September to May.  Speakers were asked to address such questions as: 

How do Gospel values impact the marketplace?  How do you find balance in a complex and 

demanding schedule?  How do you make decisions that nurture your Christian journey?  Each 

speaker was free to share aspects of his/her faith journey.  By so witnessing, they were fulfilling 

the evangelization task of their baptismal commitment. 

 

In 1995-1996, we had such speakers as Bishop Aloysius Wycislo, Diocesan Bishop of Green 

Bay (1968-1983), (The Church in the Modern World”); Tom Torinus, journalist (“Christian 

Values in the Marketplace: A Personal Perspective”); Fr. Robert Cornell, O.Praem, professor at 

St. Norbert College and erstwhile congressman (“Political Morality: An Oxymoron?”); Mary J. 

Mullarkey, head of the Colorado Supreme Court (“Reflections on My Faith Journey and Career 

as Lawyer and Judge”); our own Deacon Timothy Reilly (“Discovering the Presence of God in 

the Marketplace”); Rosemarie Fisher, director of Rosalie Manor in Milwaukee (“Downward 

Mobility as a Way of Finding God”). 

 

Eventually the concept and practice of the Forum spread and three more forums were 

established: the Fr. Orville Janssen Forum at Mt. Tabor Center in Menasha; the Bishop John B. 

Grellinger Forum in Oshkosh (no longer functioning); and the Fr. Bill Zimmer Forum in 

Manitowoc.  As of 2009, the Janssen Forum and the Zimmer Forum continue to prosper, though 

the mission has taken a significant change.  These latter two forums invite in speakers to discuss 

a book that has made an impact on their faith life.  Instead of appealing to business people, most 

of those attending are from the broader, local community.  The Claude Allouez Forum, now 

hosted at Resurrection Parish in Green Bay, does not focus on book discussions but rather on 

noted speakers in politics, economics, education, or culture. 

 

Adult faith formation must include a solid knowledge of the Christian faith.  Thus, our 

contemporary Catechism of the Catholic Church serves us well in presenting what we believe 

(creed), how we celebrate (sacraments), how we live (morality), and how we stay in contact with 



the Lord (prayer).  To be formed in these four areas is essential to fulfill our baptismal call to 

maturity. 

 

But there is danger that our faith can be compartmentalized, even privatized.  Our adult faith 

formation must also be linked with the political, economic, social, and cultural dimensions of 

life.  The various Forums are attempting to show how our faith life must have an impact on how 

we vote, how we buy and sell, how we relate to one another and the world, and how we live our 

Christian values in a variety of cultures.  This integrative process is not easy.  It helps to hear 

speakers or to read books that witness to an integral life. 

 

One of the great documents of the Second Vatican Council is “Gaudium et Spes” (The Church in 

the Modern World).  That amazing document called the entire Church to be aware of how the 

good news of Jesus must impinge on our modern world at every level.  It is all about 

evangelization, the essential mission of the Church.  The Forums are one attempt to carry that 

mission forward. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Carol Jensen 

 
A number of years ago there was a memorable story about a Milwaukee teenager who gave his 

sneakers to a shoeless woman traveling on the bus with him.  Was he living his faith?  You bet!  

 

 The American Bishops’ document on Adult Faith Formation, “Our Hearts Were Burning”, 

reminds us that our parishes are called to be “visible places of faith-witness” (OHWB, 116).   We 

need many kinds of adult faith formation.   Let us not forget or neglect the powerful witness of 

our fellow parishioners who are living their faith on a day to day basis with the help of the Holy 

Spirit. 

 

During the past eleven years our Adult Faith Formation Committee has tried to integrate 

opportunities for every day parishioners to share their faith into our schedule for Adult Faith 

Formation.  We’ve used our staff and Adult Faith Formation committee members as sources for 

parishioner-speakers and have prepared the speakers in advance with conversation, guidance and 

questions.  Here are some ways we’ve tried that have worked for us: 

 

Real Life Stories of Reconciliation and Healing: This parish Lenten retreat experience was held 

on a Friday evening and Saturday morning.  Couples and individuals shared their stories of 

reconciliation and healing and how God helped them.  They spoke about the healing of a 

marriage, recovery from alcoholism, dealing with the death of an infant child and dealing with 

serious illness in the family.  The talks were scheduled so that our usual Lenten devotions – a 

Taize prayer service around the cross on Friday night and a Communal Penance service on 

Saturday morning were woven together with the talks. 

 

Reflecting on Lives of Service Among Us: This Advent evening wove a prayer reflection on the 

lives of service of the Women Martyrs of El Salvador with real life witness talks by area 

Catholics who talked about their service at St. Joseph Food Pantry, Habitat for Humanity, Fox 

Valley Emergency Shelter, the Salvation Army and the Fellowship for Reconciliation.  Adult 

parishioners and college students from Lawrence University were among our witness speakers. 

 

Finding Jesus in the 21
st
 Century:  This evening focused on parishioners from various walks of 

life who talked about how they found Jesus in their work, their families and their life 

experiences.  A teacher, police officer, mother, employment counselor, doctor, potter, admissions 

counselor and a business man who volunteered in Louisiana after Hurricane Katrina shared their 

reflections. Prayer and reflective scriptural music framed each of the talks. 

 

The Importance of Dads:  This evening began with a great keynote talk by one of our 

professional Catholic educators.  We followed the talk up with a panel discussion by parish 

fathers of varying ages and experiences.  We asked them to talk about:  the two or three most 

important things they do as a Dad, the most challenging thing about being a Dad, special 

traditions or rituals they have with their children and advice for new Dads. 

 



Walking with Wise Women:   This panel discussion was part of our annual Women’s Day.  Three  

women parishioners who had unique occupations and personal challenges such as fighting 

cancer, running a business, adopting a child,  becoming a widow, etc.  shared their life journeys 

and how they persevered and walked with God.  The following year our Women’s Day panel 

focused on women who had faced adversity -  death, divorce, serious illness.  Again we wove a 

faith element into the panel, discussing healing and help from God. 

 

Young Adult Panels:  We’ve used panels of single and recently married young adults to talk 

about dating and relationships – the lessons they learned and how God has been present in their 

lives.   As a part of Theology on Tap we identified a panel of young adults who recently joined 

or came back into the life of the church talk to us about what drew them to the church and how 

we could invite and support others in the journey of faith. A second Theology on Tap panel 

invited young adults to talk about moments of conversion and their relationship with Christ.  

 

 Our experience has been that adults and young adults have prepared thoughtfully for these 

presentations and that the talks have been thought-provoking for presenters and participants.  Let 

us support one another by sharing our journeys of faith. 

 

 

A note about the author: 
Carol Jensen has worked in the Diocese of Green Bay for more than 35 years as a teacher in 

Catholic Schools, catechist, DRE, Pastoral Minister and Campus Minister. She has Bachelor and 

Master’s Degrees from U.W.-Oshkosh in education and counseling and a Master’s Degree in 

Pastoral Ministry from St. Marys University of Minnesota.  She coordinated Adult Faith 

Formation on a part time basis for nine years at two parishes before working on it full time for 

the past 11 years at St. Mary and St. Joseph Parishes in Appleton. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Fr. Alfred McBride, O.Praem. 

                                                      

On the road to Emmaus, Jesus gave his two friends a scripture lesson. He took the Bible as 

though it were a loaf of bread and broke it open to feed their hearts, minds and souls. He 

explained how the prophets, wisdom speakers, psalm singers, story tellers and patriarchs sang 

and spoke of the essential link between the passion of the Messiah and his glory. “Was it not 

necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and so enter into his glory?” (Lk 24:6) 

 

Luke does not give us the details of that remarkable scripture teaching, other than to say that the 

listeners were so moved that their hearts burned within them. Jesus gave them an experience of 

God’s Word that caused in them a spiritual and moral conversion. They felt that something was 

changing and transforming them. Their hearts that had been heavy and hopeless now felt light. 

Actually their hearts were on fire.  

 

They were having what we call a religious experience. They felt an interior impact and the 

closeness of a presence they knew to be divine. They would soon come to know that the Jesus 

who walked with them was the Eternal Word who had emptied himself of glory and was now 

moving with intensity again to the fullness of glory. The two disciples were sure of one thing. 

They had felt miserable. Now they felt transfixed with joy. They did not want to let him go. 

“Stay with us, for it is nearly evening and the day is almost over.” (Lk 24:29) 

     

No interpreter of scripture understood the role of emotion in our lifelong conversion better than 

St. Augustine. He regarded our hearts as the home of our feelings. Since we are members of 

Christ’s body, we can get in touch with the inner life of Jesus. When Augustine scanned the 

psalms he treated them often as a record of the feelings of Jesus. 

 

In his commentaries on the psalms, Augustine comes upon a flood of emotions and applies them 

to Jesus. For instance, the figure of the passionate King David supplies some of the emotions of 

Jesus. Hence it is Christ’s voice that is heard in the Psalms, “a voice singing happily, a voice 

rejoicing in hope, a voice singing in its present state. We should know his voice, feel it 

intimately, make it our own.” (Commentary on Psalms, 42,1) 

 

Augustine always wanted to break the bread of scripture and feed the multitude. As a boy he had 

stolen fruit to share with his comrades. As a bishop, he raided the fields of scripture to feed his 

parishioners – to whom he ministered  for forty years - with the nourishing Word of God. “I go 

to feed so I can give you something to eat. I lay before you that from which I draw my life.” 

(Fragments 2,4) He wrote to Jerome that he could never be a disinterested scholar. “If I gain any 

new knowledge of scripture, I pay it out immediately to God’s people.” (Letter, 73,2) 

 

The Emmaus story and the example of Augustine teaches us the lesson that in our faith journey 

we need an experience of the divine presence. Jesus had formed the two disciples into an 

impromptu community with him and inspired them with an astonishing scripture lesson. But he 



did more than instruct their minds. He filled their hearts with divine joy. C. S. Lewis echoed this 

truth when he declared that the moment of his conversion to Christianity was an occasion when 

he was “surprised by joy.”  

 

The faith formation of our Catholic people flows from these considerations. People will grow in 

faith if they are convinced they are being loved by God and the Church community. Love will 

settle for nothing less than the absolute and utterly transcendent joy Christ wants to give us. Of 

course he will ask us to carry a cross as well. The hand of Christ who sets our hearts on fire also 

bears the wound of his passion. It was this special privilege he wanted to make sure his Emmaus 

friends would receive - and us too. 

 

 

 A note about the author: 
Father Alfred McBride is a Norbertine priest and a member of St. Norbert Abbey. He lives at St. 

Joseph Priory on the campus of St. Norbert College. Ordained in 1953, he has devoted himself to 

teaching, writing about and witnessing to the teachings of Christ and his Church. He holds a 

doctorate in religious education from Catholic University and a diploma in catechesis from 

Lumen Vitae, Brussels, Belgium.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
      

Sister Diane Baumann, ANG 

 
“…adult Catholics must be mature in faith and well equipped to share the Gospel, promoting it in every 

family circle, in every church gathering, in every place of work, and in every public forum.  They must be 

women and men of prayer whose faith is alive and vital, grounded in a deep commitment to the person 

and message of Jesus.”   

    - Our Hearts Were Burning Within Us, Article 2 –  

 

Women and men, strong in faith and prayer, surround us!  Some are our contemporaries: they 

speak to us face-to-face.  Others are our heroes from the past, who witness to us through the 

pages of scripture, through their own words, or within the power of their life decisions.  Though I 

admire a long list of both female and male “saints,” who have contributed so richly to our strong 

Catholic heritage, I have recently had the opportunity to discuss with other adults three 

magnificent women who helped build the early Christian community, and who serve as models 

for us in ministry and in their deep commitment to Jesus the Christ.  I will write briefly about 

each of these three women, and will then match each with a faith-filled woman who has 

influenced us greatly in the recent past in the Green Bay Diocese.  

 

Let’s begin with Prisca, also known as Priscilla.  This energetic woman fulfilled the roles of 

missionary, catechist, trainer of preachers, founder of house churches, and tentmaker, all of 

which are described in New Testament passages.  Prisca and Aquila partnered in these ministries, 

but Prisca’s name is most often mentioned first, indicating her prominence in the ministry.   

 

Prisca traveled tirelessly to spread the Good News of Our Lord Jesus Christ.  Her clear grasp of 

the meaning of Jesus and her ability to articulate that meaning moved the early Christian 

community forward in its understanding, and prevented the imparting of confusing or conflicting 

interpretations of the good news.  Prisca recognized the innate gifts of those around her and 

polished those talents for use in the service of Our Lord and the church.  Prisca reminds me of 

Jeannine Goggin, master catechist, recognizer and polisher of gifts, tireless traveler in spreading 

the gospel, who built community in every circle she entered. 

 

The second featured woman is Phoebe, described by Paul in Romans as “sister,” “diakonos” and 

“patron.”  For Paul and his fellow-believers, the early Christian community was a new family, 

and Paul considered Phoebe a significant family member who had helped establish the 

community.  Phoebe provided service and influential leadership in the church at Cenchreae.  In 

her role as patron, she  lovingly protected the community and provided for its needs.  Phoebe 

calls to mind Sister Lisa Lucht, former Chancellor of the Diocese of Green Bay, whose pastoral 

interpretations of the law guided parish leaders in the care, leadership  and protection of their 

communities. 

 

Our third woman is Lydia, the focus of an account in Acts portraying an encounter with Paul.  

Lydia was an effective businesswoman, “a dealer in purple cloth.”  Besides having a head for 

business, she had a heart for the Word of God.  She took a risk, opening herself completely to 

Paul’s evangelizing words and presence.  She responded enthusiastically to the message, 



choosing baptism for herself and her household.  And then she flung open the doors of her home, 

insisting that Paul and his companions use her home as a base, so that others, too, might be 

invited into the Way of the Lord.  Lydia calls to mind the enthusiasm, love of Jesus and His 

Word, ability to raise funds, open-armed welcoming attitude of Sister Mary Jo Kirt, who warmly 

inspired so many to a closer relationship with Jesus during her lifetime.   

 

Faith-filled women of the distant past and vital women ministers of our own recent time continue 

to challenge us as we grow in our own spirituality.  Though we can no longer see them, faith 

assures us of their continuing presence with us.  The daunting task of becoming like them is 

made less insurmountable by the fact that they continue to walk with us, guiding and 

strengthening us in our own faith journey.  Let’s continue to take our next steps together toward 

our loving God.  

 

 

A note about the author: 
Sister Diane Baumann, a member of A New Genesis, has been involved in the field of education 

for over 35 years, having served as a teacher, principal, catechist, diocesan consultant, college 

theology instructor and director of religious formation.  Diane holds a Master’s degree in 

Theology from St. Bonaventure, New York, and is currently director of religious formation at St. 

Margaret Mary Parish, Neenah. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

Helping People, Strengthening Families, Building Communities 
 

Karen Johnston 

 
 

Catholic Charities has recently completed ninety years of service to the Diocese of Green Bay. 

This has been a significant milestone for all who have worked tirelessly over these years in 

service to God’s people.  It has been a time for recalling the legacy of those who went before us 

and a time for celebrating the great good that has come from supporting families and helping 

them use their strengths to move toward self-sufficiency.  We are reminded daily of the courage 

that it takes to enter our doors and seek the help that may make a critical difference in yourself or 

your family.  We are humbled that families place their trust in our many programs to assist them 

become whole and productive members of their communities. 

 

In October of 1918, Bishop Paul P. Rhode established a charitable arm of the church in the 

Diocese of Green Bay and the work of assisting families began under the auspices of the Green 

Bay Apostolate.  As each decade brought additional challenges, Catholic Charities developed 

new services for those most in need of God’s love and healing presence.  The agency today, 

operating out of five primary locations and four satellite offices throughout our Diocese, 

continues annually to assist and strengthen thousands of people of all racial, ethnic and religious 

backgrounds through more than twenty programs for low-income families, children and seniors, 

empowering them with hope for a brighter future. 

 

The Church, from its earliest days has witnessed both in word and in deed to the servant and 

prophetic mission of Jesus.  Caring for the needy, the orphan, and the widow has been rooted in 

our faith tradition.  This tradition of caring became the hallmark of the immigrant church in this 

country and has grown vigorously through the ministries of teaching, healing, and providing care 

for people who are in need.   For the past 90 years, Catholic Charities here in the Diocese of 

Green Bay has continued this legacy of compassion and caring in serving the needs of those who 

are elderly, persons who are poor, those who are homeless, refugees and immigrants and children 

and families who are in need of God’s presence in their lives.  We are the bearers of hope and the 

invitation for healing.  

 

People in the Diocese frequently ask “Just what is Catholic Charities?”  My response, in addition 

to telling them about our ministry and work here in the Diocese of GB, is that we are a 

community of believers, charged with the Gospel and mission of Jesus.  We are called to be the 

church, a sign of hope and healing to a society and a world that has become fragmented and 

polarized through a culture of individualism, sometimes greed and more often cynicism.  We are 

called to embrace the Church’s social mission with both arms: to provide services that heal and 

empower people with the love and compassion of Jesus and to work prophetically, as Jesus did 



in his time, to transform the structures of society.  In so doing, we become a voice for the 

voiceless and powerless and provide them with opportunities and life-enhancing possibilities.   

 

We truly believe that we are called by God, brought together by Jesus, and anointed by the Holy 

Spirit to be a community of faith, hope and love.  Hence we are sent forth to walk with the 

people we serve, the poor, the marginalized and disenfranchised and so to touch all of humanity 

so they too see the goodness, tenderness, and loving kindness of our God.  

 

Our ministry allows us to see the love of Christ made visible through our dedication to serve 

God’s people.  Faithful to our mission to serve with compassion those who are poor, Catholic 

Charities expresses in word and deed, the message of Jesus.  Its service over these past 90 years 

is a testimony to the work of the Church in the areas of charity and justice in a world that cries 

for both.   Come visit us and see for yourselves the impact of what works of love can do for 

others. See for yourselves the breadth and depth and height and width of God’s love working 

through each of us to bring this message of Hope to others. 

 

It has been truly a year of celebration for us, of seeing God’s grace active in us as we reach out to 

serve those who are least among us and bring strength and dignity to their lives.  May God 

continue to bless all who make this ministry in our Diocese a vibrant witness to hope and may 

we continue to be challenged and strengthened in God’s work. 

 

 

A note about the author: 
Karen Johnston is currently director of Catholic Charities serving the Diocese of Green Bay.  She 

has provided leadership to Catholic Charities in Green Bay since 1997 offering oversight to 

twenty programs serving over 41,000 people annually.  Karen holds a Bachelor’s Degree in 

Sociology and a Master's Degree in Community Mental Health from Northern Illinois University 

and has worked as a provider of clinical services, in sexual abuse treatment, in child welfare, and 

community services for over forty years.  

 

She has served in an administrative capacity offering leadership in planning and fiscal 

management for both public and private sector non-profits and is a twenty five year veteran of 

the Catholic Charities network.  She and her husband, Tom have five children and six 

grandchildren and are members of St. Bernard parish, Green Bay. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 
Fr. John Girotti 

 

One of the greatest joys I have experienced in my priesthood has been in sharing our Catholic 

Faith with others.  As divine providence has had it, most of my ministry in this area has been in 

teaching and preaching to adults.  I like to call adult education in the Faith “connecting the dots”.  

Many times I have been privileged to assist adults in coming to a fuller understanding of their 

Faith and to realize why they believe what they believe.  It has been an enormous blessing in my 

life! 

 

What do I mean by “connecting the dots”?  I am sure we all remember the children’s game from 

when we were younger.  Typically, a series of dots were laid out on a page.  The goal, of course, 

was to connect the dots and by doing so to draw forth a hidden picture.  Adult faith formation 

accomplishes much of the same.  Perhaps a story might serve to illustrate this notion of 

connecting the dots.  I remember one time speaking to a group of very interested and faith-filled 

adults about the Mass.  When I had finished explaining why the priest washes his hands before 

the Eucharistic Prayer, I looked up and noticed an older woman with a very troubled expression 

on her face.  I asked her if she had any questions, and she blurted out, “I always thought that the 

priest washed his hands during Mass to emulate the other person who washed his hands in the 

Bible – Pontius Pilate!”  Alas, this simple and innocent misconception painted a very different 

picture of the Mass, the priesthood, the Eucharist, and the Church for this good woman - for 

decades!  That evening we were able to connect the dots about the Mass in her life – and a 

beautiful picture emerged!   

 

There is a great danger today of assumptions.  We merely assume that people know what they 

believe as Catholics, we assume that those who go to Mass understand what’s going on, we 

assume that their relationship with Christ has matured along with the passing of years.  For those 

of us who are privileged to work in the growing field of adult education, we should always 

assume that people are deeply loved by God and that His Grace is active in their lives.  Yes, this 

is true and we must never forget it!  But we must also guard against complacency – a 

complacency in education that assumes that people know the basics of the faith and why they 

believe the things they do.  Not necessarily!  The tragedy is that when we assume people know 

the basics of the faith, we can keep from them the very information that could help them to 

connect the dots!  The most successful homilies, presentations, and workshops are those that are 

simple, heartfelt and relevant to peoples’ lives-in short, those that “connect the dots” of our 

Faith. 

 

Why do we believe the Bible is God’s Word?  What exactly do we mean by “God’s Word?”  

Why do we call it “Word?”  Who exactly is God?   Where did the Bible come from? Why does it 

matter anyway?  These are all basic questions, difficult questions yes, but absolutely basic.  If we 

don’t help people to connect these dots, they will look at us blankly when we tell them about 

how the book of Acts of Apostles is a story about the early Church and how Peter was the first 

Pope and Paul a great evangelist!  And if we are honest with ourselves, there are lots of blank 

stares today.  So we strive to help other adults to connect the dots in their lives of faith.  And 

when we do so, a miracle occurs.  Not only do they come to more fully believe in Jesus Christ 



Our Lord and Savior, our own Faith is strengthened and the disconnected dots in our own lives 

come together.  Adult education in our Catholic Faith is basically about drawing a picture.  And 

the picture is Jesus! 

 

 

An note about the author: 
Fr. John Girotti is pastor of four Catholic parishes in Tigerton, Marion, Wittenberg and Leopolis. 

Born in Milwaukee, he came to Northeastern Wisconsin while he was studying music at 

Lawrence University in Appleton.  Ordained in 2002, Fr. Girotti served at Nativity Parish in 

Green Bay for two years before beginning his current assignment.  He is well known throughout 

the Diocese of Green Bay and beyond for his “Know your Faith” series and for his guest 

interviews on Relevant Radio.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Michele and Lyle Becker 

 

“My life flows on in endless song / Above earth’s lamentation, 

I hear the real though far-off hymn / That hails a new creation. 

No storm can shake my inmost calm / While to that rock I’m clinging. 

Since Love is Lord of heaven and earth / How can I keep from singing?” 

(Quaker Hymn, Robert Lowry) 

 

God’s marvelous gift of music has the power to touch the depths of our souls, and is capable of 

expressing the full spectrum of human emotions.  Music’s emotional pull—the pull that is hard 

to explain but is very real—reminds us that there is more to life than what meets the eye. As 

maturing Christian adults, our life experiences continue to teach us that we need God throughout 

our life’s journey. In good times and in bad, music can accompany us through it all. 

 

Music forms us in our faith at every age, teaches us our theology, and expresses the 

inexpressible, which we can we offer to God.  How can we use our God-given musical gifts? We 

sing hymns of praise and worship songs, listen to or play an organ meditation piece or a rousing 

recessional, chant the Lord’s Prayer, sing songs in a Christian musical, clap or raise our hands in 

praise, or play an instrument in an instrumental ensemble.  And when the music stops, we rest in 

a silence that pulsates with the Spirit’s presence! 

 

Keep music in your life—sing, play an instrument, and listen with your heart wide open! 

Actively participate in the music at Mass and at other prayer and parish community events.  As a 

committed disciple of Jesus, music is one powerful tool we can use to help us keep learning and 

growing in our faith and then pass it on to the next generation!  Our God is so wonderful —

we’ve got lots to sing and play about!  “Since Love is Lord of heaven and earth, how can I keep 

from singing?” 

 

 

A note about the authors:  
Lyle & Michele Becker have been married since 1981 have four sons; and are active in the 

Diocese of Green Bay Marriage Encounter program. Lyle has been the PRAYSE Choir Director 

for Resurrection Parish since 1981 and is a singer/actor with Evergreen Productions & Heritage 

Players. Michele has worked as the Parish Liturgist and Music Director for Resurrection Parish 

since 1996 and is currently pursuing her M.T.S. through St. Norbert College. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Tony Pichler 

 
Service.  Is there “More Than a Feeling?” that results from our efforts to serve the poor and 

vulnerable in our midst?  Over the years, numerous adult leaders have accompanied young 

people on service experiences.  These experiences range from a couple of hours to a week or two 

in duration.  While the teens have been irrevocably changed, hopefully for a lifetime, through 

this touchstone to their faith, the adults, too, experience a change, a conversion to a deeper 

relationship with Jesus and the Church.  Is this change, conversion or metanoia merely a good 

feeling, a mountain-top experience that one receives because he/she has helped another human 

being?  Or is there something deeper going on in the life of the adult who experiences service 

and justice ministry? 

 

To ensure that service work is more than a feeling, but a true conversion to a new way of being, 

Peter Henriot and a group of colleagues developed the Pastoral Circle, a model of service 

learning that deepens the experience of service and, hopefully, the resulting conversion to a life 

of service to the poor and marginalized.  The Pastoral Circle has four movements: 

 

1.  Involvement:  This movement involves immersion into the issue at hand.  Examples include 

working in a food pantry, serving a meal at a local shelter, visiting an elderly person in a nursing 

home, or picking up litter on a stretch of highway.  Rather than reading about issues of poverty, 

loneliness, or the degradation of Planet Earth in a book or magazine, the person experiences first- 

hand the issues that affect our fellow human beings or the environment. 

 

2.  Exploration:  After experiencing an issue or situation by the involvement process, the person 

is driven to ask why the situation exists that needs his/her attention.  Why are there people who 

need to receive food from a pantry in our community?  How many people live under the poverty 

line in our community and what is unjust in our world that people living at this socioeconomic 

level need to eat a meal at a shelter?  What is the condition of our state’s nursing homes or 

assistant living residences and how do the nursing homes or residences in our community meet 

the standards set by the state?  How much litter is thrown on our nation’s highways each year 

and what other pollution factors contribute to an imbalanced global environment?  Seeking 

solutions to these questions and more entails a search for answers utilizing books, websites, 

magazine articles, and DVDs that address such topics.   

 

3.  Reflection:  This movement asks the God question:  What does our God, the Church, and the 

Scriptures teach us about the situation or concern that was addressed in the exploration stage.  

Our Catholic Christian faith drives us to seek understanding in light of our Tradition and 

Scripture.  What does Catholic Social Teaching tell us about poverty and the preferential option 

of the poor?  What does Scripture say about care for the elderly, especially the widows?  What 

Church documents from our Holy Father or Bishops address the concerns of the environment?  

Our faith seeks understanding in light of the Gospel and Church teaching. 

 



4.  Action:  With the exploration and reflection that is addressed in the second and third 

movements, the adult is compelled to further action.  The person now knows more about the 

topic due to the investigation that was pursued in exploration.  The person’s faith is deepened by 

the reflection that occurred in movement three.  Now, the person is on fire with the Spirit to 

continue to make a difference in the world, particularly around the issue that caused their 

involvement, exploration and reflection.  A person, so moved, cannot sit idle.  Rather, further 

action through continued service or acts of justice compels the person.  Writing to a legislative 

representative about the concerns of poverty in one’s community might be the result.  Or, a local 

food drive to stock the depleted food pantry might be implemented.  Finally, an awareness 

session on the environment, and specifically pollution, might be the fruits of the labor of people 

who are drawn to the issue of litter. 

 

The pastoral circle is more than a youth ministry model for teens.  It is a proven model for 

lifelong learners who have a heart for justice and service.  Is service and justice more than a 

feeling?  Hopefully the answer is a resounding “yes” when the conversion that occurs from 

involvement in the Pastoral Circle is woven into adult faith formation opportunities in our local 

faith communities. 

 

 

A note about the author: 
Tony Pichler has been the Director for Lay Ministry Formation in the Diocese of Green Bay for 

the past five years.  Previously he was the Director of Youth Ministry for the Diocese for eleven 

years after serving in parish youth ministry for seven years.  Tony holds an undergraduate degree 

in theology from St. Johns University in Collegeville, MN, as well as a Master of Theological 

Studies degree from St. Norbert College in DePere.  He has written four books, a series of 

binders and continues to serve as an adjunct instructor for three colleges/institutions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Kristina M. DeNeve, PhD 
 

I speak 

I ask 

I plead 

I wonder. 

 

Then, one day, I start to listen. 

 

I praise 

I thank 

I may even adore. 

 

I see you every-where. 

 

And, if I’m really lucky, 

then one day, 

it no longer matters what 

I do at all. 

 

I softens. 

 

And we just sit with one another. 

 

 

A note about the author: 

Kristina M. DeNeve, Ph.D. serves the Diocese of Green Bay as the Spirituality and 

Evangelization Director.  With advanced degrees in Social Psychology and Christian Spirituality, 

Kristina’s work is often at the intersection of psychology and spirituality.  Kristina was 

previously a tenured professor at a Big 12 university and was most recently an administrator of a 

Lilly grant program at a midwestern Jesuit university.  As someone whose heart has always been 

burning, Kristina is particularly excited to be transitioning to Green Bay and to meeting the 

faithful parishioners, staffers and religious of this region. 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Rabbi Sidney A. Vineburg 

                        

I was surprised when he accepted.  I had been inviting Bishop Robert Banks, Bishop of the 

Diocese of Green Bay, to Passover Seder for the last three years.  But because of his many 

commitments, and the proximity of Passover with Christian Holy week, he had always, politely, 

declined. 

 

This year was different because of the way the Jewish calendar fell; the first night of Passover 

was on Monday of Holy week, which was far enough away from Good Friday and Easter 

Sunday. In this way the Bishop's schedule permitted an evening to share in the Passover with me 

and my family.    

       

Aside from Bishop Banks, also present at our seder were several of my congregants, friends and 

colleagues representing not only Judaism, but also various Protestant Christian traditions. Each 

of us brought to the Passover Seder a different religious perspective and historical interpretation, 

but all were united in the faith that in some way, the Passover Seder, either in its original form, 

or as the Eucharist or communion, is an essential  sign of our special relationship with God. 

         

The seder started normally enough.  We all sat down at the table, the matza and wine before us.  

Each participant had a paper plate containing the symbols of the seder:  parsley for spring; bitter 

herbs to remind us of the bitterness of oppression; charoset (chopped apples, wine and 

cinnamon) which looks like the mortar used to build the pyramids in Egypt, an egg, representing 

the cycle of life, and of course, the matza, bread of affliction and the wine, symbol of joy and 

freedom. My wife, Devorah, lit the candles and I chanted the Kiddush (the blessing over the 

wine).  The next part of the service involves the washing of the hands which precedes the eating 

of the parsley.  In Jewish tradition, the washing of the hands is not done to promote cleanliness.  

Rather, it is a form of ritual purification which reflects our spiritual worthiness to serve god at 

our table, sanctifying our meal, and symbolically changing a table laden with food into an altar 

of worship.  Because there is no bread or matza involved, the washing of the hands was to be 

done without a blessing.  Usually, my wife pours water over my hands three times, fulfilling that 

mitzvah, and we immediately say the blessing over the parsley, representing the renewal of 

nature in the spring. 

 

On this night, however, that was not to be.  The bowl for the washing of the hands was situated 

behind the Bishop on a buffet. When it was brought to the table, my wife asked that it be passed 

to her.  The Bishop looked thoughtful for a moment and then said, "Why don't I do it?  Let me 

wash your hands."  In that fraction of a second, the whole focus of the seder changed.  This 

ceremony, which is simply a prelude to eating a green vegetable, became much more.  As the 

Bishop began to pour water on my hands, there was dead silence at the table.  I think we all 

understood that what was happening was special, unplanned, and most meaningful in a very 

symbolic way.  This simple ceremony of washing hands had now become invested with a 

sacredness that we all felt.  Through this humble act, a prince of the church was showing his 

respect not for me as a person, but for Judaism, and acknowledging that with all of our 

differences, when we serve each other, we also serve God.  After he washed my hands, I washed 



his.  All of the seder participants were overwhelmed by a sense that history was about to be 

made, and a sense of God's presence.  But like all sacred and historical moments- too powerful to 

be endured for long- this one ended.  Later, before the meal, the Bishop and I again washed each 

others hands; he reciting the blessing in English, I, in Hebrew.  But this, being planned, had 

nowhere near the power of that earlier moment. 

 

Martin Buber, in his book I and Thou reminds us that once the experience of God is over, it can 

only be discussed and interpreted, not relived.  I have thought quite a bit about what happened at 

the seder on that first night of Passover, and how palpable was the presence of God.   I believe 

that the reason for this is simple and yet quite profound.  Here were representatives of diverse 

religious groups which have often been in conflict with each other, some for centuries, seated 

around the seder table celebrating the liberating power of God in unity.  In that special moment 

when the Bishop washed my hands,  those present were unified by the knowledge that we all 

serve the same God, and that he is a God who loves both harmony and diversity in his creation.  

Perhaps for that one moment, we merited the divine presence by uniting ourselves in respect and 

service to each other, and therefore to him.  For me, the message of this special seder is the 

message of hope: hope that we can learn to respect each other as the people of God, and hope 

that the evolution of humanity and the final redemption may not be as distant as they so often 

seem. 

 

"and the lord will become king over all the earth, on that day, the lord shall be one, and his 

name, one."  (Zechariah 14:9) 

  

 

A note about the author: 
Rabbi Sidney A. Vineburg is the Academic Services Coordinator at St. John Nepomucene 

School in Little Chute, part-time Spiritual Leader of Anshe Poale Zedek Synagogue in 

Manitowoc and has served as an adjunct Instructor in the Graduate Teacher Certification 

Program at Concordia University Wisconsin.  He holds Teacher Certification in History and 

Alternative Education (Grades 6-12) from Concordia University, Advanced Religion 

Certification from the Catholic Diocese of Green Bay and is currently working towards a 

Masters Degree in Differentiated Instruction for At-Risk Learners at Marian University. Rabbi 

Vineburg is a member of the Medical Mediation Board of Wisconsin, appointed  by Governor 

Jim Doyle in 2006. He has also been a member of the Wisconsin Advisory Committee to the 

United States Commission on Civil Rights. In 1997, Vineburg was cited as a “hometown hero” 

by the staff of the Green Bay Press Gazette for his efforts to promote diversity and respect.  He 

was also one of five National Finalists for the 1999 Walter Cronkite Faith and Freedom Award 

given by the National Interfaith Alliance Foundation for defending religious diversity in Green 

Bay.    He lives in Green Bay with his wife, Devorah and youngest son Isaac. His twins, Michael 

and Benjamin are students at Edgewood College in Madison, Wisconsin.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Sister Jacqueline Spaniola, OSF 

 

“I tell you, look up and see the fields ripe for the harvest.” (Jn. 4:35) 

 
This is an exciting time for the Catholic Church.  People today have seen advances in science, 

technology, and yet our fast pace of living is exhausting.  They sometimes need to step back and 

see where they have been and where they are going.  The harvest is ripe for many who are 

exhausted with the barrage of commercialism that is directing their lives.  They realize that they 

need to step up and be more discerning of the media blitzes that are affecting their lives. 

 

Though people are very busy, if parishes can take their lead from media it will assist adult faith 

formation in their parish.  For instance, at our parish we presented the Jeff Cavins series 

“Adventures in Revelation.”  The number of attendees increased dramatically due to the 

popularity of the “Left Behind Series” that has gotten so much media attention.  Many have said 

that they will take “The Adventures in Revelation”  again when it is presented next year.  

 

Catholics today are looking for the “why” of what the Catholic Church teaches, even more that 

“what” it teachings, though that can be a rather vague concept in their minds.  From my 

experience, if people learn the Scriptural reference, the church teaching and tradition, they begin 

to take a more active interest in what is going on in their parish and their faith life.   

 

At the present time, St. Peter the Fisherman in Two Rivers has four Adult Faith Formation 

programs on a regular basis.  We devote Tuesdays and Thursdays to Faith Formation.  Important 

aspects of the program are flexibility, variety, and listening to the interests of the people. 

 

The programs are given at two different times of the day.  People have the choice of coming 

either in the morning or evening.  The flexibility on any given day helps them to adjust their 

schedule and still fit the program into the day.  Different people respond to different types of 

programs, some like discussion and some want more input.  This variety has brought different 

people with different learning styles to the program.  We usually have videos  of Jeff Cavins 

(Scripture) and Christopher West (Theology of the Body) that provide great input with a short Q 

& A or short discussion following.  The United States Catholic Catechism for Adults has 

provided for more discussion time for those who like to read and discuss.   Listening to the group 

and their interest in certain topics is also important.  Some prefer the sessions to be only twice a 

month, while others prefer to have it every week. 

 

If people miss a session, there are some different ways to make up the session.  Being available 

to let them view the session at home or at the center has been very successful in keeping people 

in the program who would otherwise not join because they know they will be missing a few 

sessions. 

 



Another lesson we have learned is that it is not how many sessions they attend, but whether or 

not they are receiving an inspiring message inviting them to reflect and to apply to their daily 

lives.  It is important that people invite others to come with them to the sessions.  Inviting 

someone to just one session is usually enough to get them involved.  One session opportunities 

can engage people who soon feel they want to learn more about their faith. 

 

Some drop out for example, due to work pressure or caring for family members.  Quite a few 

return to the program when they are able.  This is not a reason to get discouraged because if you 

have a desire to spread our rich Catholic heritage then . . . 

 

“I tell you, look up and see the fields ripe for the harvest.” (Jn. 4:35) 

 

 

A note about the author: 
Sr. Jacqueline Spaniola is the Director of Religious Education and Faith Formation at the St. 

Peter the Fisherman Parish in Two Rivers since 2002. She is a Franciscan Sister of Christian 

Charity for thirty-seven years. She enjoys reading, studying, preparing power point 

presentations, and sharing with family and friends. Sr. Jacqueline has a passion for 

communicating the teachings of the Catholic Church to adults and children in a meaningful and 

direct manner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

     Carlos Hernandez 
 

The Virgin Guadalupe is the beloved mother of Jesus venerated by the Hispanic people, most 

especially, those from Mexico. The Feast Day of the Virgin Guadalupe is on December 12
th

. On 

this day the Hispanic Churches are full of flowers and symbols to commemorate the appearance 

of the Virgin to Juan Diego at the hillside of Tepeyac in Mexico City.  

 

On December 9
th

 1531 an indigenous man by the name of Juan Diego was climbing the hillside 

of Tepeyac. There he came upon a vision of a young lady surrounded by a light. She spoke to 

him in his native tongue, Nahuatl. The young lady requested a church to be built in her honor at 

the site of the apparition. Juan Diego recalled the vision to Bishop Fray Juan de Zumarraga. 

Bishop Zumarraga told Juan Diego that the young lady must provide a sign or proof that she is 

the Mother of God. 

 

Returning to the hillside of Tepeyac where Juan Diego first saw the vision, he hoped she would 

visit him once again. Indeed, she appeared. to Juan Diego again. He told her of the Bishop’s 

request for a sign. The lady told Juan Diego to gather flowers into his tilma, a simple tunic. 

Being winter when flowers did not grow in the region, he found Roses of Castilla in bloom, the 

flower of the Bishops homeland, near the top of the hillside at Tepeyac. The lady arranged the 

flowers in his tilma and sent Juan Diego back to the Bishop. When he reached the home of the 

Bishop he presented the flowers overflowing in his tilma as a sign requested by him. When Juan 

Diego opened his tilma to present the flowers to the Bishop a miraculous image of the Virgin 

Guadalupe appeared on the cloth of his garment as the roses spilled out. 

 

It is this garment that hangs at the Basilica of the Virgin de Guadalupe in Mexico City for all to 

see. It is the pride of Mexico and a symbol of the Catholic Faith for the Americas. The Virgin of 

Guadalupe has had a great influence and played an important role in the history and 

evangelization of the New World. Catholic Hispanics believe that by commemorating the Feast 

Day of the Virgin of Guadalupe on December 12
th

 they are also celebrating their culture, 

traditions, and history that date back nearly 500 years. Hispanic people draw from the simple 

faith Juan Diego had on the hillside of Tepeyac at the birth of their nation. Juan Diego’s message 

to everyone is: we are to live by the Virgin’s model of faith, “Behold the maidservant of the 

Lord! Let it be to me according to your word” (Luke 2:38) 

 

 

A note about the author: 
Carlos Hernandez is a self-motivated leader in working with diocesan and parish leaders to 

insure the development of programs and services for Hispanics that respond to their pastoral 

needs and increase their welcome and inclusion in the Church of Green Bay.  According to 

Carlos “There is only one church, working together as family for the kingdom of God. As a 

Hispanic community, we have to be inviting. We need to welcome everyone, so even those who 

do not speak Spanish can feel at home with us.” 

 



 

 
Mary Sedlacek 

 

Thirteenth century Christian Mystic, Mechtild of Magdebur, said that we should live “welcoming 

all.”  Hospitality is an essential spiritual practice.  At the November 2008 Wisconsin Directors of 

Religious Education Federation (WDREF) Convention in Stevens Point keynote speaker Sr. 

Angela Ann Zukowski stated: “Environment is the first step in catechesis.”  I believe 

environment sets the mood for true hospitality and learning.  When the newcomer, stranger, or 

neighbor walks through our doors, the space should feel sacred.  Soft instrumental music, 

candles, a cloth draped on the gathering table and sacramentals like a crucifix and bible help to 

visually set the mood, teach and welcome before any words are spoken.  

 

Adult Faith Formation and Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) bring the inquirer, 

returnee, seeker and sage together for an in-depth journey into their faith life.  As Sr. Joan 

Chittister said “Hospitality binds the world together.” 

 

The following is a personal reflection, which was written several years ago. It may help us to 

realize more fully the importance of our call as told through the eyes of Simon Peter. 

 
Welcoming Faith…at the Seashore 

 
It was necessary that we go back to the beginning—to Galilee—to the place where we had first 

been called, to go back to our roots.  So much had happened that we needed to process.  We 

decided to go where we contemplate best which is fishing; so we grabbed our nets.  

 

There were seven of us there at the Sea of Tiberius.  When we were banded together, it must 

have been with blood because we have grown even closer since that first encounter.  Death has a 

way of making important choices gain greater clarity.  We were chosen by You—the Rabbi 

Jesus’ disciples.  Still unclear about what to do next, we knew we were in this together.  

Somehow fishing did not seem to matter.  We talked and talked, reminiscing about all the places 

and experiences we had in the last three years.  We all agreed that our lives had been turned 

upside down since the call.  With all this talk, we failed to realize that the fish just were not 

biting. 

 

As dawn approached, there was a lone figure on the beach.  We began to wonder if this was a 

stranger to these parts since there was a small fire right there on the beach.  Obviously the loner 

had been there all night, but we were too engrossed in memories to be aware of his presence.   

 

It was a wakeup call to us. We had not noticed him.   He called us “children” and for a moment 

we thought it might have been old Zebedee himself, but the voice was too young and strong.   

 

”Have you caught anything to eat?” he asked.  This was an embarrassing question for a crew of 

once professional fishermen, but quite frankly, the stories we had been sharing were of far 

greater importance than any school of fish. 

 



The loner told us to cast the net over to the right and we would be assured of a catch.  We 

chuckled, but chose to heed his request honoring Jewish hospitality toward strangers.  Our nets 

swarmed with fish. It was then that John cried out “It’s not a loner; it’s the Lord.”  What an 

unbelievable discovery! 

 

A rush came over us; we could not wait for the boat to come ashore. We leaped up and then 

overboard. Our excitement mounted with every stroke.  Dripping wet, we embraced and with a 

wink and a sly smile you beckon us: “Come, have breakfast!” 

 

“Above all, love each other deeply because love covers over a multitude of sins.  Offer 

hospitality to one another without grumbling”. (1 Peter 4: 8-9). 

 

Our work with adults, modeled by Jesus, is primarily about forming community, sharing stories 

and listening with a welcoming heart. “Let us do our part with creativity and vigor, our hearts 

aflame with love to empower adults to know and live the message of Jesus”  (OHWB #183).    

Make it a way of life! 

 

 
A note about the author: 

Mary Sedlacek has worked at St. Mary of the Angels parish in Green Bay for 20 years.  She 

loves creating a welcoming environment in her duties with Intergenerational Lectionary Based 

Family Program, Small Christian Community Faith Sharing, Youth and Adult Confirmation, 

High School, Sacraments and RCIA.  She is the chairperson of the Diocesan Education 

Department Environment Committee and has helped with prayer and environment for Team 

Days since 2007.  

 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Deacon Patrick Whitcomb 
  
 

A minstrel, a story teller, and a poet, were walking along the road on a sunny, warm day.  And as 

they walked, they discussed the merits of their particular calling.  Each one talked of how he had 

encouraged people to learn and to grow. 

 

The minstrel, singing of course, reminded his fellow travelers that music is the universal 

language and gladdens the hearts of all who step lively to its beck and call. He told of how music 

comforted people in sad times and cheered them in glad times.  He summed it all up by saying, 

 

“A spoken word may clarify, ‘tis true, but it is 

the word that is sung that can send you 

on a glorious journey to the depths of your being, and 

beyond your imagination.” 

 

As I’m sure you all know, the Irish never understate anything. The poet, recognizing that the 

minstrel had stolen many of the points he wished to make about poetry,  thought for a bit of what 

his poetry meant to him,  and how he enjoyed reading the verses  that others had written.  He saw 

in poetry, the art of giving another way of looking at life.  It wasn’t held captive by form and 

structure, but would give a person another way of looking at what they saw.   

 

So he said to the minstrel, “I see that your music means a lot to you, and I respect your ability to 

put music to verse. But keep in mind, if it weren’t for poetry, you’d have no words with which to 

sing your songs.  My poetry engages the mind and challenges it to set the heart free to imagine, 

ponder, and believe. Truly, poetry paints with words”. 

 

The storyteller had been listening careful to what his companions said.  He wondered how to 

respond, for their arguments were powerful, indeed.  He reminded them that for more years then 

can be counted, it fell to the storyteller to pass on the history of the people.  And to do so in a 

way that made them want to listen, and to pass on what they learned.  He took the kernels of 

truth and wrapped them in a story that would endure.  Legend and myth became the vehicles that 

carried the history of a people forward into each new age.    

 

So he said to them, “Gentlemen, ‘tis true that the efforts of you both, enlivened the hearts of the 

people. Furthermore, the world would be a darker, colder place, were it not for your talents.  But 

give me my due, for I use your music and poetry to help tell the story; to the best of my humble 

ability, that is. The argument should not be who is best, but how best to share the stories of the 

ages, thereby, never forgetting where we came from, where we are, and where we wish to go.” 

Life is a journey meant to teach us many lessons.   

 

We learn in various ways. Whichever way teaches us, is the right way, the best way.  Knowledge 

challenges us to find the right ways to use its gifts.  Wisdom is finding that way and using it to 



serve the needs and desires of others. Minstrel?  Poet? Storyteller?  It really doesn’t matter.  For 

in the truth we seek, lie the seeds of the next song, poem, and story. 

 

And the beat goes on! 

 

 

Note:  I will always consider my time spent in the British Isles, especially Ireland, to 

be the greatest learning experience of my life.  Nothing before, or since then, 

has shaped and molded me quite as that did.  When I think of the people I met 

on that journey, my heart is filled with the joy of remembering. 

 

 

A note about the presenter: 
 Dcn. Patrick is the Director of Faith Formation at St. Therese Parish in Appleton.  He and 

Carolyn have three children and six grand children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Carol Wilda 

 

Through liturgy we are formed and changed and sent forth to form and change the world. 
 

Growing up I had one of those “old school” teachers who motivated us in many creative ways.  

She would regularly threaten to “box the ears” of anyone who did not straighten up and pay 

attention.  When she caught someone chewing gum in class, it was common for her to make 

them wear it on their nose for the rest of the day.  And she would at times tell us to “be careful or 

we might learn something!”  That one has always stuck with me.  Over the years I have found 

that learning often happens when we least expect it.   

 

Not every Catholic is able to study theology or even attend religious education classes beyond 

Confirmation and yet those who are involved in their church know what it means to be a 

Catholic.  Many Catholics have never studied Scripture or even read the Bible regularly, and yet 

they know the word of God.  The faith of everyday Catholics is formed every time they attend 

and participate in the liturgy.  We hear the word of God proclaimed at each Mass and we gain a 

deeper understanding of the Scriptures as is it broken open for us in the homily.  These lessons 

are reinforced and made memorable in the hymns and songs we sing.  Music opens our hearts to 

the message of the Word and becomes a vehicle through which we carry the Word with us in the 

world.  We do not just sing the songs at church and then forget them.  Instead they stay with us 

in the car on the way home and at work and play throughout the week.  These tunes pop into our 

heads at odd moments and our hearts remember what we have learned.   

 

As a music minister, I feel a tremendous responsibility to select music for liturgy that is worthy.  

Hymns with text coming directly from the Scriptures help members of the assembly memorize 

important passages of the God’s Word.  Songs that are based on Scripture, help people to hear it 

in different ways and perhaps find to new meaning in the word.  Musical interpretations of the 

word can show us how words written ages ago are still relevant for our lives today.  Other songs 

reinforce important teachings of the Catholic Church.  When we sing “We are gathered at table 

as one in the Lord…,” the very act of our singing together illustrates the lesson.   When we sing 

together “This bread that we share is the body of Christ, this cup of blessing his blood…,” we are 

singing about the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist.  In a very tangible way, well-chosen 

music can help us to understand difficult concepts.   

 

Beyond lyrics, the music itself helps us to experience the truth of the moment within liturgy.  

When we sing a joyful acclamation before the proclamation of the Gospel, we can sense what an 

alleluia means.  Consider the contrast between the hosannas sung during the procession on Palm 

Sunday and the strains of “Were You There” sung later in the same liturgy.  It is through the 

music that we experience anew the triumphal entrance of Jesus into Jerusalem as well as his 

Passion and Death.  Music can uplift us or help us to feel compassion.  Even without words, 

music can lead us into prayerful meditation or stir us to action.  This is the important role of 

music in faith formation.   

 



Faith formation of the assembly is not listed in my job description, but it is always an underlying 

aspect of my work.  It is essential because most Catholics learn about being Catholic by 

participating at Mass and when they are “not careful, they learn something!” 

 

 

A note about the author:  
Carol has been working in music ministry all of her life. After graduating from St. Norbert 

College with a Bachelor of Music degree in 1984, Carol held music teaching positions in both 

parochial and public schools while also directing a church choir as well as serving as organist 

and cantor in her home parish. Married in 1985, Carol and her husband Steve moved with their 

family to Green Bay in 1990. She currently works at Our Lady of Lourdes in De Pere where she 

oversees all aspects of the parish music ministry. She and her husband are involved in many 

musical endeavors throughout the community, but are mostly kept busy with the activities of 

their three children.     

“I will make the Lord my Music—I will make His love the key which tunes my heart to Him and 

gives my life its harmony”



 

 

 
 

Sister Anne Marie Lom, OSF 

 
Six years ago when I was hired part time as the Spiritual Director for St. Raphael Parish, 

Oshkosh, then pastor, Father Dan Felton, had the intuition that spiritual direction was to 

be an integral part of adult faith formation. He told me then, “We’ve developed our 

liturgy and ritual, we’ve offered classes for adults on a variety of topics. Now I think it’s 

time to offer our parishioners an opportunity to personally grow in faith and discernment 

and they won’t have to pay for it. It will not be only for those who can afford a fee for 

spiritual direction. It will be for anyone who wants to grow”. 

 

That was the beginning of the ministry of spiritual direction at St. Raphael. I was to write 

my job description as I saw it develop. I had a private place to see clients which is also a 

room in the parish house where I also live. I had an office and I was to develop the 

ministry. I had an opportunity to introduce myself at each Mass one weekend and gave 

my business cards to the pastor and other staff members so they could refer people to me. 

The pastor had the cards in the Reconciliation Room and in his office. When he sensed 

someone could use or was ready for further spiritual growth, he gave them my card. 

When the LifeTeen Team met an adult or teen that needed some personal attention, they 

gave them my card. When the liturgist, the pastoral director, the pastoral associate or the 

secretaries thought someone could benefit from spiritual direction, they gave them my 

card. I gave retreats, days of recollection, workshops and talks on a variety of topics. 

People began to know me, to understand what the ministry of spiritual direction entailed 

and began to ask for appointments. Gradually my practice has grown to approximately 75 

different people each year. New people come and while some directees terminate. People 

from outside the parish also come. Some offer a monetary donation to the parish to 

support the ministry; some do not. Anyone is welcome without regard for faith tradition, 

parish membership or ability to pay. 

 

I have the privilege of “companioning” men, women, teens, college students, young 

adults, midlife adults and elderly. Some are nearing death while some are just beginning 

their faith journeys. Each one is accepted and honored wherever he/she may be. Tools 

utilized for spiritual growth include journaling, meditating on the Sunday scriptures, 

dream work, and/or reading contemporary or classical authors. Most of the time the 

ministry involves listening attentively to an experience and assisting the directee in 

discerning how God was/is present in that experience. 

 

I view spiritual direction as an important and necessary facet of adult faith formation 

since it deepens and personalizes theology, doctrine, liturgy, morality and spirituality. As 

the document, “Our Hearts Were Burning” takes deeper root in the Diocese of Green Bay 

and in our Church, we will come to understand more clearly the need for multiple 

avenues of Adult Faith Formation. I believe we will see spiritual directors on parish staffs 



the way we now have liturgists, pastoral associates, business managers and the like. My 

heart burns with a passion for this vital ministry in our church! 

 

 

A note about the author: 
Sister Anne Marie Lom, OSF, has been a Franciscan Sister of Christian Charity for over 

30 years. She has a Bachelor’s Degree in Education, Science and Theology from Silver 

Lake College, Manitowoc, WI, and a Masters Degree in Applied Spirituality from the 

University of San Francisco.. Sister presently serves as a Spiritual Director at St. Raphael 

Parish, Oshkosh, WI, and as a spiritual director for some sisters in her religious 

community. She gives retreats, workshops and days of recollection to various adult 

groups including faculties and health care staffs. She can be reached at 

samlom@excite.com.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Fr. James Massart 

 
 

Yes, it is so true that all of us find ourselves trying to find a healthy balance in our daily 

lives. Spiritually, emotionally and intellectually we are a graced people. The longer we 

live out our diverse paths we choose daily, the more we find how complicated and 

overwhelming our lives can become. 

 

To stay healthy in every way as a people of faith, we need to be firmly grounded in our 

clear and faithful mission--- with trust leading to joy--- by allowing daily prayer deepen 

our relationship with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Brother, united in the family of the 

Church. 

 

Our fast-paced culture today offers us many challenges to take our Gospel values and put 

them into practice in so many ways.  All varieties of art forms as seen in some movies, 

art, literature, music, along with television and all kinds of on-line opportunities, can be 

positive experiences in bringing about truth in love.  How can you and I be genuinely 

pro-active rather than merely reactive in our many responses to what comes to us often as 

God’s gifts showered down in creative ways on all of us? 

 

With such a wide variety of cultural opportunities, we have diverse thoughts and strong 

opinions which engender in us so often very strong and sincere feelings.  Faith and 

religion-related issues as we see them lived out or not lived out today can at times be 

confusing and extremely troubling. 

 

What do we say about the many choices we make for ourselves and others as we strive to 

be faithful to the Gospel, while still seeing God at work in the creative works of so many 

people in our culture?  Jesus teaches us by His own life and ministry what it means to 

grow in age and grace in living our lives as fully as we are able in service to one another. 

 

In Ecclesia in America”(the Church in America), Pope John Paul II spoke to all of us 

about the renewed understanding of the new evangelization for our 21
st
 century.  In this 

address he made a clear reference to the life-giving qualities of the media in our culture 

whenever it is a positive force being used well for all of us to live Gospel values: 

 

Using the media correctly and competently can lead to a genuine enculturation of the 

Gospel….This vital field of action for the Church requires a radical change of mentality, 

an authentic new awakening of conscience in everyone.  New methods are needed, are 

new expressions and new courage. 

 

On the occasion of the 10
th

 anniversary of “Our Hearts Were Burning Within Us:  A 

Pastoral Plan for Adult Faith Formation in the United States,” the National Conference of 

Bishops called us to realize the urgency and timeliness of lifelong learning in our faith.  

This mandate is even more urgent today as we trust God--- rooted a strong personal 



relationship with Jesus through prayer---to image His presence to one another.  As Pope 

Benedict XVI has said so well, Jesus is the human face of God for us on our faith 

journeys. 

 

In a recent address, Pope Benedict stated, for example, that “confronting the current 

global crisis requires formation in values, especially among youth.”  Even though the 

pressing issues facing our youth today was his primary focus, we adults realize deeply in 

our search for meaning in life that we are those called to witness here and now to our 

faith.  Only if we are open to being formed as lifelong learners in growing as true human 

persons made in the image and likeness of God, can you and I discover our real identity 

giving ultimate meaning to our lives.  Only in such a freely chosen purposeful way of 

living can we offer the absolute truth in genuine hope with compassion and love. 

Boredom and failure too often can and does become a way of life without a God-centered 

vision of life open to hope. Jesus is for all of us the Way, the Truth and the Life. 

 

In this context, Pope Benedict described an environment without Christian hope as an 

“educational emergency” which needs to be met by adults within the Church.  In fact, 

without the absolute truth of the Gospel vision he asserted that “Even love tends to be 

reduced to a simple thing that can be bought and sold, and even man himself  becomes 

merchandise.”  He said the Church “is called to make her contribution, stimulating 

reflection and forming the consciences of the faithful and of all citizens of good will.” 

 

Already ten years ago in 1999, our Bishops in “Our Hearts Were Burning Within Us” 

called all of us to “bring the power of the Gospel into the very hearts of culture and 

cultures.”  In particular, the Bishops of the United States clearly pointed out the important 

dual roles of culture and the Gospel today when they emphasized: 

 

• The urgent need to discern the various aspects of culture and the Gospel and then 

to build our adult faith formation efforts on those aspects as we incorporate the 

symbols, traditions and language of the culture; and 

• The urgent need to discern those cultural elements which are incompatible with 

the Gospel while working together to purify and to transform them. 

 

My own priestly ministry as an on-going lifelong learner, teacher and witness for many 

years with youth, young adults and fellow adults continually makes me so aware of the 

deep desire of so many people to let Christ come alive in their lives. I have found, for 

example, that the Catholic Diocese of Green Bay classes--- being offered through the 

Diocesan Department of Education on the Catholic Catechism for Adults as well as on 

other topics connected with our Catholic faith and religious practices--- offer participants 

and presenters like myself ways to connect the Gospel lived in our Church with the 

culture in which we all live.  To paraphrase Saint Irenaeus in the second century, because 

of Jesus we all can say and live “The glory of God is a person fully alive.”  

 

 

 

 



A note about the author: 
Father James P. Massart, Ph.D. has more than 25 years of experience in teaching 

Theology, English and Philosophy.  He hold two Master’s degrees with one in Theology 

from St. John’s University, Collegeville, MN and one in English from the University of 

Notre Dame.  He also earned a Doctorate in Ministry from St. Mary Seminary and 

University, Baltimore, MD and a Ph.D. in Pastoral Psychology from the Graduate 

Theological Foundation in Indiana, while completing a major part of the work at Oxford 

University in England.  His passions include reading, traveling and continuing research 

and learning as Diocesan Special Projects Coordinator in the Canonical Services 

Department, Diocesan Ecumenical Liaison and an instructor for the Diocesan Department 

of Education in adult faith formation.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Sister Patricia Clement, CSJ. 
 

About twenty-five years ago I made an eight-day Directed Retreat that changed my life 

forever. When I met with my spiritual director on the first morning, she asked me if any 

scripture passages were speaking to me. Oddly enough, one had been—the one about 

clay in the potter’s hands. What is even stranger about this image is that it comes from 

one of the books of the Old Testament. In those days I hardly ever turned to the Old 

Testament. I was afraid of that all-powerful, just God who knew everything about me and 

everyone else in this world and who punished people if they did not obey God’s 

commands. 

 

My spiritual director immediately asked me if I would be willing to work with clay. I 

hesitated before answering her. I did not want to appear closed and unopened, but my one 

and only attempt to work with clay was a disaster. (Once during a faculty retreat we had 

to make something from clay. I was so frustrated I could hardly wait for the experience to 

be over.) I looked that director in the eye and told her I would be willing to work with the 

clay as long as there was NO expectation of a product at the end of eight days. She 

agreed to my condition. She also told me there were two things to remember about 

working with clay: 1) keep the clay moist and 2) knead it well. As she promised I found 

the clay later that day in my mailbox. I carried it up to my room and set it on the desk. 

 

About the fourth day into the retreat I decided I better do something about that lump on 

my desk. After all I did promise to at least try. Armed with my baggy of clay and a glass 

of water I went outside and found a huge rock in the sun by the water and begin praying. 

I loved being outside and the setting was so peaceful that no matter what happened I 

knew it could not be a total failure. I do not remember exactly what I prayed except that I 

let the image of being clay in the potter’s hand sink into my being and left it to God to 

disclose what that really meant. 

 

I kept wondering as I added small amounts of water to the clay and began kneading  it 

how I would know when I had the right proportions of each substance. In the meanwhile 

my brain was trying to solve the riddle of what to make. It had to be simple but 

meaningful. I love butterflies and decided to try making one with wings folded—a side 

view perspective. My creation looked more like a baked potato that had been squished in 

preparation for adding a big gob of butter and dollop of sour cream. As I rolled the clay 

back into a ball I came to the conclusion that a butterfly would just be to intricate for my 

skill level. 

 

An idea popped into my mind. What if I made a figure of a young girl? She would have 

to be in an a-line skirt that supposedly covered her legs and feet. If I made her holding a 

basket I could imagine that her arms were wrapped around the basket and I would not 

have to worry about hands or arms. I could do one of those faceless creatures so I would 

just need a head and a neck. I actually felt myself getting excited about the prospect. 



After taking a deep breath, I began shaping the skirt. Wow, it was actually looking like 

what I had pictured it in my mind! The upper half of the body with the basket came 

together reasonably well too. Now for the tricky part—a little skinny neck that was 

capable of supporting the head. My first attempt was futile. I needed more clay in the 

neck. I took another deep breath and using my nice strong hands I begin applying 

increased pressure. I had to stop almost as fast as I started because the little figure was 

becoming distorted under that new force. I backed off, reshaped the skirt and body and 

began slowly, with just the barest increase in pressure to move clay from the body to the 

neck. Gradually the neck strength increased until it held up the head! 

 

My soul was immediately filled with an understanding of God that was beyond anything 

that I had ever experienced. It is really God working in my life, helping me to reach the 

full potential God had planted in me from conception. God works so gently that I do not 

even realize God is doing the molding. My task in life is to keep the clay moist and knead 

it—work with each day, each person, each moment of life until I understand what God is 

trying to share with me. 

 

After awhile I returned to the little clay figure and found myself thinking now that I knew 

how to work with the clay I should start over. But just as soon as that thought entered my 

mind an even stronger response welled up within me. A voice inside my head 

proclaimed, “No, I love you just the way you are”. For the very first time in my life I 

knew that I was a child of God, I knew God wanted me to learn and to serve God as God 

had created me. I didn’t need to be perfect to belong to God. I just needed to be open, 

attentive, and responsive. 

 

That prayer experience taught me God works very slowly and gently usually taking me 

along paths that I would not choose on my own. I know that when I pray God does 

answer my prayers on God’s time, when God knows I am ready. God also supplies props 

of various sizes when I do not seem to be getting the message—like the clay in this story. 

I have also figured out that I can trust God. 

 

Three years ago I resigned from my thirty-eight year mission in education. I had prayed 

intensely the prior two years about the decision to move on in my life. I kept asking God 

to show me where I was to serve next. I had asked the community for a two month 

sabbatical after I finished my last day of work on June 30. I was looking forward to two 

glorious months without having to worry about planning for the next event. I wasn’t even 

going to update my resume before September 1.  

 

About mid-June I got a call asking me if I would consider applying for the Pastoral 

Associate position open at the Tri-Parish. I had seen the ad in the Compass and promptly 

dismissed the possibility. All that change, three parishes, new in doing the work 

associated with that opening, none of this appealed to me at all. But something inside of 

me prompted:  Why not, you can always say no. On Saturday morning as I drove to the 

job interview, resume in hand, I found myself talking to God and saying, “This has your 

name written all over it. I said I didn’t want this job. I’d rather find something in Kansas 

City. This isn’t my timeline—not before September 1.” I recognized the Spirit 



coordinating the details of this change in my life. When the phone rang a few hours later, 

I was not surprised to hear that I was being offered the position. I took it without 

hesitation. “How could I say no to the “burning bush” or to the potter who has so 

brilliantly formed a Pastorate Associate out of nothing more than a lump of clay?” 

 

  

A note about the author: 
Sister Patricia Clement, CSJ, holds a Bachelor of Science Degree from Fontbonne 

College, a Masters Degree in Chemistry from Notre Dame University and a Masters in 

Administration from the University of Wisconsin Milwaukee. She has been involved in 

education for thirty eight years and has presented at numerous workshops and 

conferences on topics such as alcoholism, suicide, substance abuse, depression and 

Project Rachel. She currently serves as the Pastoral Associate with responsibility for 

Adult Faith Formation at the Quad-Parishes of Green Bay, WI. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 Mary Ann Otto 

 
Imagine this: Jesus standing before you on the day of your birth offering multiple unique 

gift boxes and telling you that these gifts will bring you energy, success and joy if you 

open them, celebrate them and give them away. Great image!  Now envision that those 

same gift boxes where placed around the font on the day you were baptized. Remarkable! 

 

God has infused each one of us with numerous gifts.  These treasures are those things that 

we naturally do well, have a passion for and bring us happiness.  When we use our gifts 

for the good of our parish or community, God is present in a distinctive way.  Scripture 

says: As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of 

God’s grace.  (1Peter 4:10)  Brilliant. 

 

Our Church today, recognizes that utilizing our gifts for service as one of the main 

components of stewardship along with prayer and generous sharing.  It is our role to help 

people identify and affirm their gifts and provide opportunities for their release into the 

parish and community. We are gift managers, so to speak. 

 

The concept that each of us has our own “Gift DNA” seems simple but when you place it 

in a culture that focuses on naming and fixing our weaknesses, our gifts are diminished. 

People are often uncertain about their special talents or gifts. What are our options for 

helping each other to discover our gifts? 

 

One of the current publications used globally to help members of our Church identify 

their talents and offer ways to use their talents in parish and community is Living Your 

Strengths by Winesman, Clifton and Liesveld.  Within this book, there in an online 

survey called the Clifton StrengthFinder which is a thirty-five minute “top of the head” 

questionnaire.  When the person completes the survey the computer rank-orders the 

person’s strengths and provides the person with their Top 5 Signature Themes. There are 

34 signature themes in all. Explanation of the strengths, scripture passages and practical 

application for use in their parish is contained in the book. 

 

This scientific tool speaks to the unique creatures that we are in the following statistics.  

The chances of any two people having the same top five themes is 1 in 275,000 and the 

chances of any two people having the same top 5 themes in the same order is 1 in 

33,000,000. The realization of our profound uniqueness often surprises people.  The 

process is valuable not only for ministry identification but also to help people understand 

their lives more fully. 

 

Baptism calls us to use these gifts for the Church and the world. We are stewards of our 

gifts. The scripture passage in Matthew that states we should not “hide our light under a 

basket” (Mt 5:15-16) is a powerful statement. Sharing our gifts is not an option.  

 



Finally, when we name our gifts and use them in service throughout our lifetime, there is 

the opportunity for growth in faith and understanding.  In “Our Hearts Were Burning 

Within Us” we hear the benefits of our giftedness released into the community: 

Parishioners’ personal involvement in ministry is also formative.  They learn as they 

prepare for ministry and as they engage in it; they learn from those with whom they 

serve; and by their witness, they show others the life-giving power of faith (OHWB 119). 

The evidence of the Holy Spirit working through our gifts is incredible! 

 

Today we are grateful for the tools that we are given to bring our Church closer to where 

everyone’s gifts are named and used to build the Kingdom. We need to inform and to 

encourage each other.  One hundred percent participation would be a great goal. Can you 

imagine that?! 

 

 

A note about the author: 
Mary Ann Otto is the Stewardship and Special Projects Director for the Diocese of Green 

Bay. She served in Faith Formation in the parish setting for 22 years and has a Master’s 

of Theological Studies Degree from St. Norbert College. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Susan Perrault 
 

I recall an ever growing sense of excitement percolating throughout our Wisconsin 

Province as the staff members from the five diocesan offices were meeting on a regular 

basis to address a commitment to life long formation, catechetical programming for all 

ages, with an emphasis on adults. It was the first project in many years tackled 

collaboratively by the Wisconsin Province and the rich mix of ministry and catechetical 

skills, experiences, backgrounds and formation brought to the table to be shared was 

immense. As a result, in 1994, the Wisconsin Bishops issued the “Discipleship from Age 

to Age: A Call to Renewal in Catechesis” document.   

 

It was not long after that before one of our own Wisconsin Diocesan Catechetical 

Leaders, the late Jack McBride of Madison, was called forth to serve on the consultation 

team for the U.S. Bishops as they worked to develop a document on adult faith formation 

which ultimately became known as “Our Hearts Were Burning Within Us: A Pastoral 

Plan for Adult Faith Formation in the United States” (© 1999). 

 

The United States Catholic Bishops’ document further emphasized the call to catechize 

and form ALL adults, including adults with cognitive disabilities.  In an effort to provide 

parish catechetical leaders with the tools and resources appropriate to this task, Jack 

asked me to work with him in compiling a list of appropriate resource people from across 

the United States with skills and experience in catechizing adults with cognitive 

disabilities.  From this list, a variety of catechists responded.  Consequently a resource 

and idea booklet: Approaches to “Adult Faith Formation for Adults with Cognitive 

Disabilities/Mental Retardation” was approved by the Committee on the Laity and 

printed by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishop’s Secretariat for Family, 

Laity, Women and Youth in March of 2003. Short, sweet, and very practical, its content 

is still pertinent and extremely useful to anyone with an interest in serving in this 

specialized ministry.  The contact information, however, is a bit dated.  I would 

recommend checking in with the staff at the National Catholic Partnership on Disability 

in Washington for some up to date networking. ( see: www.ncpd.org) 

In spite of much progress in our sensitivity to, and provision of, the accommodations 

needed by persons with disabilities to effectively participate in parish life, our brothers 

and sisters with disabilities remain underserved.  Integration into the life of the faith 

community may require nothing more than an invitation and a commitment to pursuing it 

but for others, however, full participation can only come about if the parish exerts itself 

to devise innovative programs and an openness to adaptations. Consider using this 

anniversary year as a catalyst to gather a study group comprised of a wide variety of 

parishioners with an interest, including persons with cognitive disabilities themselves.  

Invite the study group to make recommendations for liturgical adaptations which promote 

active participation of persons with disabilities, as well as provide parish staff with ideas 

and suggestions for opportunities for ongoing faith formation.   



 

The Resource and Idea Booklet, available for downloading at no charge, can be found at:  

www.usccb.org/laity/faithformation.shtml#1   

 

A note about the author 
Susan currently ministers at St John the Evangelist Parish in downtown Green Bay, one 

of a handful of Catholic parishes throughout the United States serving a bilingual, 

bicultural community of both Deaf and Hearing members.  She is a board member and 

consultant to The National Catholic Partnership on Disability Office located in 

Washington DC and served the people of the Diocese of Green Bay as a Diocesan 

Director of various ministries and programs for 21 years.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


