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February 6, 2012 

WASHINGTON — The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops offers the following 

clarifications regarding the Health and Human Services regulations on mandatory coverage of 

contraceptives, sterilization and abortion-inducing drugs. 

1. The mandate does not exempt Catholic charities, schools, universities, or hospitals. These 

institutions are vital to the mission of the Church, but HHS does not deem them “religious 

employers” worthy of conscience protection, because they do not “serve primarily persons who 

share the[ir] religious tenets.” HHS denies these organizations religious freedom precisely 

because their purpose is to serve the common good of society — a purpose that government 

should encourage, not punish. 

2. The mandate forces these institutions and others, against their conscience, to pay for 

things they consider immoral. Under the mandate, the government forces religious insurers to 

write policies that violate their beliefs; forces religious employers and schools to sponsor and 

subsidize coverage that violates their beliefs; and forces religious employees and students to 

purchase coverage that violates their beliefs. 

3. The mandate forces coverage of sterilization and abortion-inducing drugs and devices as 

well as contraception. Though commonly called the “contraceptive mandate,” HHS’s mandate 

also forces employers to sponsor and subsidize coverage of sterilization. And by including all 

drugs approved by the FDA for use as contraceptives, the HHS mandate includes drugs that can 

induce abortion, such as “Ella,” a close cousin of the abortion pill RU-486. 

4. Catholics of all political persuasions are unified in their opposition to the mandate 
Catholics who have long supported this Administration and its healthcare policies have publicly 

criticized HHS’s decision, including columnists E.J. Dionne, Mark Shields, and Michael Sean 

Winters; college presidents Father John Jenkins and Arturo Chavez; and Daughter of Charity 

Sister Carol Keehan, president and chief executive officer of the Catholic Health Association of 

the United States.  

5. Many other religious and secular people and groups have spoken out strongly against the 

mandate. Many recognize this as an assault on the broader principle of religious liberty, even if 

they disagree with the Church on the underlying moral question. For example, Protestant 

Christian, Orthodox Christian, and Orthodox Jewish groups — none of which oppose 

contraception — have issued statements against the HHS's decision. The Washington Post, USA 

Today, N.Y. Daily News, Detroit News, and other secular outlets, columnists, and bloggers have 

editorialized against it. 

6. The federal mandate is much stricter than existing state mandates. HHS chose the 

narrowest state-level religious exemption as the model for its own. That exemption was drafted 

by the ACLU and exists in only 3 states (New York, California, Oregon). Even without a 

javascript:showDisclaimer('http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/obamas-breach-of-faith-over-contraceptive-ruling/2012/01/29/gIQAY7V5aQ_story.html',513);
javascript:showDisclaimer('http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/politics/jan-june12/shieldsbrooks_02-03.html',513);
javascript:showDisclaimer('http://ncronline.org/blogs/distinctly-catholic/jaccuse',528);
javascript:showDisclaimer('http://ncronline.org/blogs/distinctly-catholic/jaccuse',528);
javascript:showDisclaimer('http://newsinfo.nd.edu/news/28479-statement-from-notre-dames-president-rev-john-i-jenkins-c-s-c/',528);
javascript:showDisclaimer('http://www.mysanantonio.com/opinion/commentary/article/Catholic-Democrats-betrayed-by-President-Obama-3003557.php',543);
javascript:showDisclaimer('http://chausa.org/Pages/Publications/Catholic_Health_World/Catholic_Health_World_Archive/2012/February_15/Something_has_to_be_fixed/',543);
javascript:showDisclaimer('http://www.nae.net/news/715-press-release-evangelicals-disappointed-with-white-house-decision-on-conscience-protection',630);
javascript:showDisclaimer('http://www.nae.net/news/715-press-release-evangelicals-disappointed-with-white-house-decision-on-conscience-protection',630);
javascript:showDisclaimer('http://assemblyofbishops.org/news/releases/protest-against-hhs',630);
javascript:showDisclaimer('http://advocacy.ou.org/2012/union-of-orthodox-jewish-congregations-critiques-administration-denial-of-expanded-exemption-for-religious-entities-liberties-in-health-insurance-plans-calls-on-congress-to-redress-through-legislat/#.Tx9u96X2bZd',645);
javascript:showDisclaimer('http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/respecting-religious-exemptions/2012/01/22/gIQA0ZESJQ_story.html?hpid=z3',660);
javascript:showDisclaimer('http://www.usatoday.com/news/opinion/editorials/story/2012-02-05/contraception-mandate-religious-freedom/52975796/1',660);
javascript:showDisclaimer('http://www.usatoday.com/news/opinion/editorials/story/2012-02-05/contraception-mandate-religious-freedom/52975796/1',660);
javascript:showDisclaimer('http://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/obama-administration-a-wrong-headed-line-church-article-1.1009544',660);
javascript:showDisclaimer('http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20120131/OPINION01/201310315/1008/Editorial-ontraceptive-mandate-tests-religious-freedom',675);
javascript:showDisclaimer('http://articles.chicagotribune.com/2012-02-03/news/chi-obamas-birth-control-mandate-20120203_1_tax-revenue-mandate-federal-money',675);
javascript:showDisclaimer('http://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2012/01/should-the-church-have-to-dispense-birth-control/252321/',690);


religious exemption, religious employers can already avoid the contraceptive mandates in 28 

states by self-insuring their prescription drug coverage, dropping that coverage altogether, or 

opting for regulation under a federal law (ERISA) that pre-empts state law. The HHS mandate 

closes off all these avenues of relief. 

Additional information on the U.S. Catholic bishops’ stance on religious liberty, conscience 

protection and the HHS ruling regarding mandatory coverage of contraceptives, sterilization and 

abortion-inducing drugs is available at http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/religious-

liberty/conscience-protection/index.cfm. 
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