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Highlighted 
Scripture Readings:

Sept. 4, 2016 – Twenty-third 
Sunday in Ordinary Time
- Wis 9:13-18B
- Ps: 90: 3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14-17
- Phmn 9-10, 12-17
- Lk 14: 25-33

Sept. 11, 2016 – Twenty-fourth 
Sunday in Ordinary Time 
- Ex 32: 7-11, 13-14
- Ps 51: 3-4, 12-13, 17, 19
- 1 Tm 1: 12-17
- Lk 15: 1-32

Sept. 18, 2016 – Twenty-fifth 
Sunday in Ordinary Time 
- Am 8: 4-5
- Ps 113: 1-2, 4-6, 7-8
- 1 Tm 2: 1-8
- Lk 16: 1-13

Sept. 25, 2016 – Twenty-sixth 
Sunday in Ordinary Time 
- Am 6: 1A, 4-7
- Ps 146: 7, 8, 9, 9-10
- 1 Tm 6:11-16
- Lk 16: 19-31

“I invite all of the institutions 
of the world, the Church, 
each of us, as one single 
human family, to give a voice 
to all of those who suffer 
silently from hunger, so that 
this voice becomes a roar 
which can shake the world.” 
- Pope Francis

The Jubilee Year of Mercy

Pope Francis has called for an extraordinary 
jubilee, a Holy Year of Mercy for the entire 
Church in the Papal Bull (document) called 
Misericordiae vultus (MV). This year of Mercy 
will begin on December 8, 2015 and end on 
November 20, 2016. 

During this year, we are asked to pray with, 
reflect upon and live out the virtue of mercy as 
disciples of Christ. One of the ways that you can 
do this is by learning more about the Corporal 
and Spiritual Works of Mercy and living them out 
in your life. 

Corporal Works of Mercy
The Corporal Works of Mercy are acts by which 
we help our neighbors with their material and 
physical needs:

- feed the hungry
- give drink to the thirsty
- clothe the naked
- welcome the stranger
- heal the sick
- visit the imprisoned
- bury the dead

Spiritual Works of Mercy
The Spiritual Works of Mercy are acts of 
compassion, by which we help our neighbors 
with their emotional and spiritual needs:

- counsel the doubtful
- instruct the ignorant
- admonish sinners
- comfort the afflicted
- forgive offenses
- bear wrongs patiently
- pray for the living and the dead

Disciples on the Way
Issue 10: September 2016 |“Merciful like the Father” Pope Francis, Misericordiae vultus, 13-14



Feed the Hungry 
“A generous person will be blessed, for he gives some of his food to the poor.”

- Proverbs 22:9

Live the Year of Mercy:
Did you know that there are an estimated 
687,000 food insecure people living in 
Wisconsin?  Food insecurity refers to the 
USDA’s measure of access, at times, to 
enough nutritionally adequate food for 
an active, healthy life for all household 
members.

Food insecure households are not 
necessarily food insecure all the time. Food 
insecurity may reflect a household’s need 
to make trade-offs between important basic 
needs, such as housing or medical bills, 
and purchasing nutritionally adequate 
foods.(http://map.feedingamerica.org/
county/2014/overall/wisconsin)

One way to combat food insecurity is 
through the generosity of local food 
pantries, which are vital pastoral ministries 
that ensure families are being physically 
nourished.  Almost all of our parishes 
regularly collect food for them, but if you 
are unfamiliar with the resources in your 
area, ask your local parish when and where 
you can help. 

Pray the Year of Mercy:
Sharing the loaves and fishes,
You gave us an image of solidarity with the 
hungry, O Lord.
Sharing yourself in the Bread and Wine,
You called all to the table, O Lord.
Give me the hunger to be a part of the feeding
And the healing of this world.
Nourish me with your Grace,
So I may work with joy to serve your children.
Open my eyes and my heart
To recognize those in poverty
And increase my awareness 
Of the structures and systems
That need to be changed 
So we may all break bread together.
In your name we pray for the end of hunger.
Amen.

- Education for Justice

The next work of mercy that we will 
learn about is the corporal work of 
mercy to feed the hungry.

Many individuals struggle with some sort of hunger 
throughout their lifetime, whether that is a physical 
hunger or a spiritual hunger. 

In this month’s first readings, we hear several 
examples of the Israelite people trying to fill 
themselves spiritually with other worldly things 
instead of trusting in God. 

Later in the gospel stories, we are reminded of the 
fact that Jesus himself became poor and dined with 
sinners, not to judge them, but to mercifully lead 
them to the Father’s loving embrace, like in the story 
of the prodigal son.  

Reflect on the Year of Mercy:
Pope Francis outlines three times of poverty and 
destitution for us to reflect upon- material, moral 
and spiritual poverty. “Material destitution is what is 
normally called poverty, and affects those living in 
conditions opposed to human dignity: those who lack 
basic rights and needs such as food, water, hygiene, 
work and the opportunity to develop and grow 
culturally” remarks Pope Francis.

We must tirelessly work to end this form of poverty. 
But of no less a concern for us according to Pope 
Francis is moral destitution. “This consists in slavery 
to vice and sin such as alcohol, drugs, gambling or 
pornography. Spiritual destitution are those friends, 
family members and those in our communities who 
do not know and love Christ. That is a very real 
spiritual destitution that strikes at the heart of our 
world.

And what is the antidote to material, moral and 
spiritual poverty? The Gospel and the very person 
of Jesus Christ is the antidote. When you reflect upon 
hunger in your life-do you experience any form of 
material, moral or spiritual hunger?



Highlighted 
Scripture Readings:

Oct. 2, 2016 - Twenty-seventh 
Sunday in Ordinary Time 
- Hab 1:2-3; 2: 2-4
- Ps 95: 1-2, 6-7, 8-9
- 2 Tm 1: 6-8, 13-14
- Lk 17: 5-10

Oct. 9, 2016 – Twenty-eighth 
Sunday in Ordinary Time  
- 2 Kgs 5: 14-17
- Ps 98: 1, 2-3, 3-4
- 2 Tm 2: 8-13
- Lk 17: 11-19

Oct. 16, 2016 – Twenty-ninth 
Sunday in Ordinary Time
- Ex 17: 8-13
- Ps 121: 1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8
- 2 Tm 3: 14-4:2
- Lk 18: 1-8

Oct. 23, 2016 – Thirtieth   
Sunday in Ordinary Time 
- Sir 35: 12-14, 16-18
- Ps 34: 2-3, 17-18, 19, 23
- 2 Tm 4: 6-8, 16-18
- Lk 18: 9-14

Oct. 30, 2016 – Thirty-first 
Sunday in Ordinary Time 
- Wis 11:22-12:2
- Ps 145: 1-2, 8-9, 10-11, 13, 14
- 2 Thes 1: 11-2:2
- Lk 19: 1-10

The Jubilee Year of Mercy

Pope Francis has called for an extraordinary 
jubilee, a Holy Year of Mercy for the entire 
Church in the Papal Bull (document) called 
Misericordiae vultus (MV). This year of Mercy 
will begin on December 8, 2015 and end on 
November 20, 2016. 

During this year, we are asked to pray with, 
reflect upon and live out the virtue of mercy as 
disciples of Christ. One of the ways that you can 
do this is by learning more about the Corporal 
and Spiritual Works of Mercy and living them out 
in your life. 

Corporal Works of Mercy
The Corporal Works of Mercy are acts by which 
we help our neighbors with their material and 
physical needs:

- feed the hungry
- give drink to the thirsty
- clothe the naked
- welcome the stranger
- heal the sick
- visit the imprisoned
- bury the dead

Spiritual Works of Mercy
The Spiritual Works of Mercy are acts of 
compassion, by which we help our neighbors 
with their emotional and spiritual needs:

- counsel the doubtful
- instruct the ignorant
- admonish sinners
- comfort the afflicted
- forgive offenses
- bear wrongs patiently
- pray for the living and the dead

Disciples on the Way
Issue 11: October 2016 |“Merciful like the Father” Pope Francis, Misericordiae vultus, 13-14



Bury the Dead 
“Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live even if he dies.’” 

- John 11:25

Live the Year of Mercy:
How many times have you attended a 
funeral? Can count them on one hand or 
have lost count? 

The Catholic funeral rite can be used as 
an evangelizing opportunity because 
typically, there are quite a variety of 
individuals in attendance: active Catholics, 
not active Catholics, other religious 
traditions, no religious tradition.  

For those who are interested, consider 
becoming a member of the bereavement 
committee at your parish. Bereavement 
committee members are instrumental 
in this evangelization effort because 
the kindness shown in times of grief are 
oftentimes, never forgotten.  

Pray the Year of Mercy:
Hail Mary full of Grace, 
the Lord is with thee. 
Blessed are thou among women 
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb Jesus. 
Holy Mary Mother of God, 
pray for us sinners 
now and at the hour of our death.
Amen.

The next work of mercy that we will 
learn about is the corporal work of 
mercy to bury the dead.

At some point in our lives, God will call each of us 
home to Him.  We cannot know the exact date or time 
of our death, but we know for 100% certainty, it will 
happen.

As a people of faith, however, we should not fear 
death because as we hear in scripture this month, “…
God did not give us a spirit of cowardice” because 
we know that through the love of Jesus, we will not 
die, but rather, have eternal life.   

Reflect on the Year of Mercy:
As Catholics, we believe in prayer and asking for 
people to pray with and for us. 

We believe that Mary will pray for us too, if we ask. 
When we pray the Hail Mary we say the words “Hail 
Mary, Mother of God, prayer for us sinners, now and 
at the hour of our death, Amen”. We invoke Mary’s 
prayer for us now and at the hour of our death because 
her intercession is important, not just throughout our 
lives but at the time of our death. 

On our death bed our sincere prayers are more 
efficacious as we make peace with God in the last 
moments of our life. The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church states that “death is the end of man’s earthly 
pilgrimage, of the time of grace and mercy which 
God offers him so as to work out his early life in 
keeping with the divine plan and to decide his 
ultimate destiny” (CCC 1013).

Thus, Mary helps us to exit the temporal world with 
a clean heart and a pure conscience so that nothing 
holds us back from entering the loving embrace of 
the Father. 



Highlighted 
Scripture Readings:

Nov. 6, 2016   - Thirty-second 
Sunday in Ordinary Time  
- 2 Mc 7: 1-2, 9-14
- Ps 17: 1, 5-6, 8, 15
- 2 Thes 2:16-3:5
- Lk 20: 27-38

Nov. 13, 2016 – Thirty-third 
Sunday in Ordinary Time   
- Mal 3: 19-20A
- Ps 98: 5-6, 7-8, 9
- 2 Thes 3: 7-12
- Lk 21: 5-19

Nov. 20, 2016 – Solemnity of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
King of the Universe 
- 2 Sm 5: 1-3
- Ps 122: 1-2, 3-4, 4-5
- Col 1: 12-20
- Lk 23: 35-43

“In the face of so many 
wounds that hurt us and 
could lead to a hardness 
of heart, we are called to 
dive into the sea of prayer, 
which is the sea of the 
boundless love of God, in 
order to experience his 
tenderness” 
- Pope Francis

The Jubilee Year of Mercy

Pope Francis has called for an extraordinary 
jubilee, a Holy Year of Mercy for the entire 
Church in the Papal Bull (document) called 
Misericordiae vultus (MV). This year of Mercy 
will begin on December 8, 2015 and end on 
November 20, 2016. 

During this year, we are asked to pray with, 
reflect upon and live out the virtue of mercy as 
disciples of Christ. One of the ways that you can 
do this is by learning more about the Corporal 
and Spiritual Works of Mercy and living them out 
in your life. 

Corporal Works of Mercy
The Corporal Works of Mercy are acts by which 
we help our neighbors with their material and 
physical needs:

- feed the hungry
- give drink to the thirsty
- clothe the naked
- welcome the stranger
- heal the sick
- visit the imprisoned
- bury the dead

Spiritual Works of Mercy
The Spiritual Works of Mercy are acts of 
compassion, by which we help our neighbors 
with their emotional and spiritual needs:

- counsel the doubtful
- instruct the ignorant
- admonish sinners
- comfort the afflicted
- forgive offenses
- bear wrongs patiently
- pray for the living and the dead

Disciples on the Way
Issue 12: November 2016 |“Merciful like the Father” Pope Francis, Misericordiae vultus, 13-14



Pray for the Living and the Dead 
“Therefore he made atonement for the dead, so that they might be delivered from their sin.”

– 2 Maccabees 12:45

Live the Year of Mercy:
As a pilgrim people, all journeying toward 
our Father in heaven, it is important to 
remember that we are all members of the 
body of Christ, all part of the communion 
of saints.  

This month we celebrate the Solemnity 
of All Saints on November 1, where we 
remember those who have gone before 
us, and we ask for the saints to intercede 
on our behalf. Then, on November 2, we 
celebrate the Commemoration of the 
Faithful Departed (All Souls) where we also 
remember those who have gone before us, 
and we pray for their souls.

On these two days in particular, let us 
remember the words of Pope Paul VI who 
said, “…we believe that in this communion 
[of all the faithful of Christ], the merciful 
love of God and his saints is always 
[attentive] to our prayers,” (CCC, 962).
 

Pray the Year of Mercy:
When was the last time you visited a family 
member or friend’s grave? Make some time 
this month to stop by for a few minutes and 
say a prayer for your loved one.  

If you are not able to visit your loved one’s 
grave, say the following prayer in your car 
as you drive by a cemetery. You may be 
surprised how many you pass on your daily 
route!  

Eternal rest, grant unto them O Lord. 
And let perpetual light shine upon them.
May their souls, through the mercy of God, 
Rest in peace.  
Amen.

The next work of mercy that we will learn 
about is the spiritual work of mercy to 
pray for the living and the dead.

This month, scripture tells us that God will always 
hear our prayer, especially when we cry out to Him.  
I call upon you, for you will answer me, O God. How 
refreshing it is to know that we can always turn to go 
in need.   

That is the beauty of being a part of the communion 
of saints. When in need, we can also ask the saints 
for their intercession. And knowing that we are a 
pilgrim people all journeying toward our common 
destination with God the Father, we remember that 
…he is not God of the dead, but of the living, for to 
him all are alive.

Reflect on the Year of Mercy:
Entitled “We need Saints” this poem was written 
anonymously by someone who was inspired by the 
words of Blessed John Paul II and speaks of the need 
for saints who live and work in the real world to 
proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

“We need saints who wear jeans and sneakers. We 
need saints who go to the movies, listen to music and 
hang out with friends. We need saints who put God 
in first place, but who let go of their power. We need 
saints who have time everyday to pray and who know 
how to date in purity and chastity, or who consecrate 
their chastity.

We need modern saints, Saints of the 21st century 
with a spirituality that is part of our time. We need 
saints committed to the poor and the necessary 
social changes.

We need saints who live in the world and who are 
sanctified in the world, who are not afraid to live in 
the world. We need saints who drink Coke and eat hot 
dogs, who wear jeans, who are Internet-savvy, who 
listen to CDs. We need saints who are in the world 
and know how to taste the pure and nice things of the 
world but who aren’t of the world”. 
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CLOSING CELEBRATIONS OF THE JUBILEE IN THE DIOCESE 
 

“In the Bull of Indiction, Misericordiae Vultus, Pope Francis decreed that the Holy Year would 
conclude on November 20, 2016, the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, with the 
closing of the Holy Door in the Basilica of St. Peter’s at the Vatican. On the preceding Sunday, November 
13, the Thirty-Third Sunday of Ordinary Time, the Jubilee will be brought to a close in local churches.”1  
 
Sunday, November 13, 2016, the Thirty-Third Sunday of Ordinary Time, will be the final 
day for the designation of the three Doors of Mercy within the Diocese of Green Bay at 
the Cathedral, the Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help, and the Shrine of St. Joseph at Old 
St. Joseph’s Church at St. Norbert College.  
 
On this final day of the locals Doors, Masses of Thanksgiving will be celebrated at each of 
the sites in as their regularly scheduled Sunday Mass: 
 
- St. Francis Xavier Cathedral: 9 AM 
 

- Shrine of St. Joseph, Old St. Joseph’s Church, St. Norbert College: 10 AM 
 

- Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help: 11 AM 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CEMETERY VISITATION 
 
As the Diocese focuses on the Works of Mercy related to the faithful departed (Bury the 
Dead; Pray for the Living and the Dead) in November, please see the following link to the 
ritual/prayers for the visitation of a cemetery from the Book of Blessings:  
 

http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/prayers/view.cfm?id=739 
 
 
  

                                                 
1
 The Closing Celebration of the Extraordinary Jubilee in Local Churches, Pontifical Council for the Promotion of the New 

Evangelization 

http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/prayers/view.cfm?id=739
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DIOCESAN THEMES FOR THE YEAR OF MERCY 
 
 

The following themes of the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy have been 
selected for use within the Diocese of Green Bay during the celebration of the 
Church’s Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy (December 8, 2015 – November 20, 
2016).  
 
[C: Corporal Work; S: Spiritual Work] 
 
December (2015) .............................................................................. Welcome the Stranger (C) 

January (2016) ...........................................................................................  Clothe the Naked (C) 

February .......................................................................................................  Care for the Sick (C) 

March .................................. Forgive Offenses (S); Bear Patiently Those Who Do Us Ill (S) 

April ........................................................................................................ Counsel the Doubtful (S) 

May ......................................................................................................... Comfort the Afflicted (S) 

June .........................................................................................................  Visit the Imprisoned (C) 

July ...............................................................................................................  Admonish Sinners (S) 

August ...........................................................................................  Give Drink to the Thirsty (C) 
 

September ......................................................................................  Instruct the Ignorant (S) 

October ..................................................................................................  Feed the Hungry (C) 

November ...........................  Bury the Dead (C); Pray for the Living and the Dead (S) 

 
These themes are to be utilized within the following: 
- Homilies 
- Bulletin Reflections 
- Parish Catechesis 
- Religious Education / Catholic Schools 
- Small Groups / Prayer Groups 
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LITURGICAL RESOURCES 
 

Please visit http://www.gbdioc.org/divine-worship/year-of-mercy-liturgical-
resources.html for additional liturgical resources for the Year of Mercy including: 
 
- Seasonal Booklets 

- Music for the Hymn of the Jubilee 

- Questions and Answers regarding Jubilee Year of Mercy Liturgies  

 

 
 

 
  

http://www.gbdioc.org/divine-worship/year-of-mercy-liturgical-resources.html
http://www.gbdioc.org/divine-worship/year-of-mercy-liturgical-resources.html
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