
CHRIST RENEWS HIS PARISH 
 

FACT SHEET 
 
1. Christ Renews His Parish (CRHP) is a copyrighted parish renewal process that has 

existed since 1969 and been recommended by the renewal office of the National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops.  It has been promoted by Bill Huebsch, author of 
Dreams and Visions, who sites CRHP as an adult retreat experience that brings people to 
a deep adult faith encounter with Christ  It has been used as the primary instrument of 
personal and parish renewal in over 1045 parishes in 35 states in the U.S. and in 4 other 
countries.  All this happened without benefit of advertising and full time staff.  It is the 
believe that if the Lord wants to use CRHP in a parish, He’ll tell someone there who can 
take proper action.  The organization does not advertise, and is run by volunteers. 

 
2. Over the years, CRHP’s national facilitator has worked hard to structure “Christ Renews 

His Parish” so it becomes part of normal parish life without becoming another parish 
organization.  The organization also worked passionately to keep it’s autonomy and not 
be associated with any particular school of spirituality nor mode of prayer.  CRHP is 
sacramentally based and utilizes prayer, scripture and sharing. 

 
3. CHRP has four parts: 
 

A. Experience a CRHP weekend 
B. Be a part of a team; go through formation 
C. Minister a CRHP weekend 
D. Search for the Lord’s call as to what is next (Allow the Holy Spirit to work 

through you) 
 

When someone completes the whole process, they are called “parishioner”.  There is 
no other special title. 

 
4. CRHP requires assistance from outside the parish to start (An initial Parish Team 

Training).  Once parish CRHP renewal has started, it continues using parishioners only.  
CRHP is coordinated nationally by a volunteer group of lay people.  CRHP does not 
receive any financial subsidy of support from any diocese or religious order, but there is a 
one time registration fee. 

 
5. Currently, the process costs $495 per parish, a one-time registration fee.  Handbooks 

costs $40 each (when ordered by a parish in quantities of five or more) and are passed 
from team to team, thus eliminating the need to constantly purchase more handbooks.  
Handbooks are vital to the formation process so each team member must have a 
handbook.  Parishes agree to use the process only within their appropriate parish.   

 
6. What CHRP Does: 

A. BRINGS TOGETHER priest and people in a very casual but effective Christian 
atmosphere of sharing and dialogue. 

B. RECONCILES the individual with the Lord through personal repentance and 
conversion. 

C. ACTIVATES a Christian community with hope of continuation using effective 
growth methods. 



D. STIMULATES on-going study, prayer and service groups. 
E. MOTIVATES to parochial involvement – PSR, CCD, Holy Name, Parish 

Council, Guild, Vincent de Paul Society, Liturgical and Service Ministries, RCIA, 
Scripture Study, Stewardship, Peace and Justice Ministries, etc. 

F. HEALS the wounds between various factions and spiritualities. 
G. COMMUNICATES fundamental truths of faith experientially. 
H. AFFORDS tradition-oriented parishioners a comfortable course in change. 
I. LIBERATES pastoral leadership for Gospel ministry of shared priesthood. 
J. ALLOWS everyone to focus on what unites us – not what separates us. 
K. INVOLVES the group in various prayer forms. 
L. EXPOSES the parish to effectiveness of shared ministry. 
M. INVITES Jesus to be at the center of a Spirit-filled community. 

 
7. Comments from participants in CRHP:  
  

June Nirschl – “I am so grateful that CRHP has come to Stella Maris.  It offers a  
way to grow both spiritually and in community.” 

 
Peg Vercoe – “First it is another opportunity to grow closer to our loving God. 
Secondly, we grow closer to those we make the retreat with and truly become 
sisters in Christ. It has been a wonderful experience. You can tell those who have 
been on the retreat by the smiles on their faces when we greet one another. They 
will know we are Christians by our love.” 
 
Bob Brogan – “CRHP brought to me a renewal of spirit with my Lord, Jesus, by 
realizing His great love for each and every one of us. The brotherhood that now 
exists with my fellow retreatants will be a strong bond of all of us to Christ.” 
 
Harold Gerdmann - “The Christ Renews His Parish weekend was spiritually 
rewarding and helped form a brotherhood among those attending.” 
 
Kathy Kunstman – “CRHP provided an environment where I was able to renew 
my personal relationship with the Lord.  I am excited about affording this 
opportunity to other women of Stella Maris, and stirred to further develop our 
Parish into a Christian Community to live in and not just a church to go to.” 

 
Art Vercoe  - “It gave me a chance to learn more about Christ, myself, and my 
fellow parishioners and men of Christ. Our sharing and listening to other men 
with a similar love of God was a very satisfying experience. I would recommend 
the CRHP experience to anyone/everyone.” 
 
Carrie Kostreva – “It has brought me closer to Christ.  It has helped me to 
understand that God is with me always.  And if I listen, I can hear what he has to 
say to me.” 

 
For more information contact - Lee Le Voy                     Stella Maris Parish c# 920-421-2980 
                             Deb Wegner-Hohensee    Diocesan Liaison -    920-272-8286 
 


