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STEWARDSHIP INTERGENERATIONAL GATHERING 
 

Small-group Session Plan: Adult 
 

“Stewardship” 
 
Topic of this gathering:  Open to and grateful for all God’s gifts, how do we respond as 

stewards? 
 
 For this age grouping, we will use Scripture to examine our attitudes toward 

sharing what we are gifted with.  Participants will be invited to reflect upon their 
gifts and abilities, and on how they are using them at church and in their daily 
lives.  Participants will be familiarized with the Stewardship Committee and its 
work here in the parish. 

 
Materials needed: 
 Video presentation: Clip from “Millions” (Available from the Diocese) 
 Discussion sheet for “Millions” Clip 

Handouts—“Talent Reflection” and “Stewardship Self Exam”  
 Pens/Pencils (on tables) 
  
Before the gathering begins, and as it proceeds: 

� Check in and get your name tag.  We invite you to participate in the gathering 
(including spouse or family) before and after the small group session, including the 
meal.  Besides helping you get a sense of the overall gathering, other participants 
will benefit from your presence and experience with the topic. 

 
Identifying Participants: After the all ages opening at each gathering, dismiss the children 
and youth in their various age groupings, and adults present will remain for their small 
group session.   
 
Adult Small Group Session Time:  (60 minutes)  
 
 Part 1 - 25 minutes  

1. Greet participants and introduce and acknowledge those members of the 
Stewardship Committee from your parish who are present.  

 
2.  As we began today, we focused on gratitude, and rightly so.  Bishop Morneau has 

written that “gratitude is the cornerstone of stewardship”.  Our very existence, our 
talents, time, treasure, all we have are gifts from God.  The hallmark way of 
expressing our gratitude, responding to all we have been given, is through a life of 
generosity.  So we’ll spend the next part of our time together considering how the 
gratitude we feel is transformed into generosity, into sharing.  The Psalmist writes, 
"What return can I make to the Lord, for all God's goodness to me!" (Psalm 116:12) 
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3.  Let’s continue with a Gospel story you are very likely familiar with, the feeding of the 
five thousand, or the miracle of the loaves and fishes.  It is the only story which appears 
in all four gospels, which makes it unusual and significant in itself.  Today, we’ll hear it 
as portrayed in John’s gospel. The story is open to many different interpretations, and 
it’s a rich source of insight about Jesus, his disciples, and our faith.  I think it’s also a 
story about stewardship.  So let’s hear that story proclaimed. We’ll hear it three times—I 
often find that the second and third time, I notice and appreciate different aspects of the 
story.  After the first time, we’ll have a minute or so of silence to let the story sink in.  
After the second time, a chance to share, and after a third time, some further discussion.  
So this first time, I invite you to listen to the reading, and we’ll allow a few moments for 
your silent reflection. 

 
(A member of the stewardship committee proclaims the following reading aloud; you will 
need to decide before the session which member will do so) 
 

A reading from the Gospel according to John.  (John 6: 1-15) 
 
After this, Jesus went across the Sea of Galilee. A large crowd followed him, 
because they saw the signs he was performing on the sick. Jesus went up on 
the mountain, and there he sat down with his disciples. The Jewish feast of 
Passover was near.  When Jesus raised his eyes and saw that a large crowd 
was coming to him, he said to Philip, "Where can we buy enough food for 
them to eat?"  He said this to test him, because he himself knew what he was 
going to do.  

 
Philip answered him, "Two hundred days' wages worth of food would not be 
enough for each of them to have a little (bit)."  

 
One of his disciples, Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, said to him, "There 
is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish; but what good are these 
for so many?"  

 
Jesus said, "Have the people recline." Now there was a great deal of grass in 
that place. So the men reclined, about five thousand in number. Then Jesus 
took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed them to those who were 
reclining, and also as much of the fish as they wanted.  

  
When they had had their fill, he said to his disciples, "Gather the fragments 
left over, so that nothing will be wasted." So they collected them, and filled 
twelve wicker baskets with fragments from the five barley loaves that had 
been more than they could eat.  

  
When the people saw the sign he had done, they said, "This is truly the 
Prophet, the one who is to come into the world."  Since Jesus knew that they 
were going to come and carry him off to make him king, he withdrew again 
to the mountain alone.  

  The Word of the Lord. 
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After about one minute (which will seem like an eternity!), the stewardship committee 
member proclaims the reading again.  As you proclaim, let God’s Word fill you—you are in 
a sense God’s messenger, and God is present in a special way when his Word is proclaimed.  
With this in mind your expression and enthusiasm will take care of itself. 
 
After the second reading, invite those present to turn to someone near them, and share 
something about the reading that struck them, puzzled, excited, or inspired them, or simply 
piqued their curiosity.  What had they not heard before in that reading? 
 

3. Our third telling of the story comes from a movie clip, and it will help us continue to 
reflect on all that we have given, and how we are stewards of it.  I want to show you a 
clip from the recent movie “Millions”.  Have any of you seen it?  I’ll give you enough of 
the plot to help you understand the clip.  Basically, it’s about a two boys and their father 
who live in Liverpool, England.  One day, the younger brother is playing near a railroad 
track, and a bag stuffed with money lands near him, having been thrown off a train by 
some bank robbers on the loose.  The boy, who goes to a Catholic School and is very 
enamored of saints, interprets the money as a miracle.  So he tries, in his own way, to 
use the money to help.  The older brother, whom we do not see, wants to spend the 
money on himself and his friends.  During the clip, the boy gets an imaginary (or maybe 
not so imaginary) visit from a saint, and we will hear the third rendition of the 
multiplication of the loaves and fishes. As you look at the clip, recall that it touches on 
stewardship in broader terms than just financial stewardship—more than the question of 
what we would do with a bagful of money, or millions of dollars.    
     ---Show video clip (3:25)   
 
**Note for stewardship committee members:  It is not necessary for you to have seen the 
video clip or the whole movie beforehand, though if you would like to do so, we highly 
recommend the movie.  The clip we will show features St. Peter, who comes in to the 
boy’s room as he is puzzling over solicitations from charitable donations.  St. Peter tells 
the story of the loaves and fishes as from his personal experience and recollection.  The 
insight St. Peters offers is that the miraculous part of the story is not so much about Jesus 
creating enough food, but that the people gathered, who had previously hoarded their 
own food, were moved to share with one another (prompted in part by a boy who was 
willing to share his food). 
 
 
 
 

Divide the larger group into groups of 5-7 for discussion of the following 
questions, inviting them to introduce themselves to one another, etc.  
Stewardship committee members are asked at this point to join one of the 
small groups as participants in the discussion.  As you are comfortable, you 
may wish to help keep the discussion moving in the group—not as expert or 
authority, but more as a facilitator.                                 
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Questions for small group discussion: 
--In St. Peter’s recalling of the story of the loaves and fishes, the people in the 
crowd were reluctant to admit they had food to share with others.  What 
hinders us from using the resources we have for the good of all?  What does it 
take for us to share of our time or resources? 
--The boy was besieged with requests from charities wanting money.  How 
does charitable giving fit into your stewardship plan?  What factors do you 
take into account when deciding to give? 
--St. Peter says to the boy, “You’re trying too hard—something that looks like 
a miracle turns out to be dead simple”.  Do you agree with St. Peter that 
sharing is a simple matter?  Is sharing in our modern times so difficult that it’s 
almost a miracle when it happens? 
--In the Gospel story we heard, Jesus takes the bread, blesses it, and 
distributes it—a little taste of the meal he would share with his disciples on 
Holy Thursday, and a foretaste of the Eucharist we celebrate as Catholics.  In 
what ways are we like, or unlike, the crowds that gathered around Jesus that 
day? 
 

3. As the discussion dwindles, take a five minute break or stretch break depending on 
time. 

 
Part 2 - 15 minutes 

4. After the break, invite the participants to complete the Talent Reflection Sheet) and 
the Stewardship Self-Reflection (both found after this session plan).  Then, 
participants will be invited to share (in the same small groups) about experiences of 
volunteering that they have had—what have they enjoyed, and why?  What types did 
they not enjoy?  What did they learn about themselves from volunteering?  If time 
allows, some stories can be shared aloud with the whole group. 

 
Part 3 – 5-7 minutes – Mini-Presentation by Stewardship Committee Member 

5.  These few minutes provide an opportunity for one of the committee members 
present to speak a little bit about our approach as a parish to Stewardship, and some 
of the activities of the stewardship committee.  Remember that many in the group 
had no idea that your parish has a stewardship committee until you were introduced!  
Also, committee members can promote the upcoming events and the opportunity for 
all parish members to consider how they are using the gifts and skills entrusted to 
them.  It is important to note, however, and important for participants to know, that 
stewardship is not limited to how people volunteer at the parish—that would be a 
narrow view indeed.  Rather, it is a way of life that touches all realms—our homes, 
bodies, minds, environment, families, finances, possessions, as well as our faith 
community.           
            

6. Here is a story and reflection you may wish to use:       
          
 Planting a Tree         
 One day a boy went to visit his grandfather.  He was surprised to find his 
grandfather in the back yard, planting a small peach tree.  The boy knew it would 
take many, many years for the peach tree to grow big enough that it would give 
peaches.  If his grandfather wanted peaches, the boy wondered why didn’t he just go 
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to the store and buy some.  That would be so much faster.      
 Finally, after watching his grandfather work for a long time at planting the 
peach tree, the young man asked, “Grandpa, why are you planting a peach tree?” 
 His grandfather answered, “Son, all of my life I have eaten the peaches off of 
threes that other people have planted.  Now it is my turn to plant a tree that someone 
else can enjoy.”          
            
 One secret to understanding stewardship comes in realizing that we are not 
asked to “give” something to God, but rather to “give back”.  Absolutely everything 
we have on this earth is a gift from God.  When we give to God, we are really only 
returning something that God gave to us first.       
            
 Further ideas:  If you are comfortable, share personally how you have been 
rewarded by giving back—to your parish or civic community, to a charity, to a 
volunteer-based organization, to another person or family member.  Personal sharing 
on why stewardship is important to you is of great worth in conveying the concept—
we learn best through stories. Or share something that has been passed on to you. 

 
Return to the large-group. 
 
 

THANKS! 
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Talent Reflection Sheet 
We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us. 

Romans 12:6 
 

The following reflections will help you reflect on your gifts, abilities, and talents. 
 

1. My family tells me I am good at ___________________________________________ 

2. My friends would say I am good at_________________________________________ 

3. I think I am good at______________________________________________________ 

4. I’ve always wanted to try_________________________________________________ 

5. Some things I have done successfully in the past are 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

6. A gift I have been aware of since childhood is 
________________________________________________________________________ 

7. One dream I hope to accomplish is_________________________________________ 

8. An emerging interest of mine is____________________________________________ 

9. If I could take a year off from my job/occupation I would do the following: 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

10. Before I die I hope to have________________________________________________ 

I like to work in the following types of situations: 

___ As part of a large group 

___ As part of a small group 

___ With one or two people only 

___ Alone or on my own 

 

In my volunteer commitments I prefer: 

___ Work similar to what I do for my job 

___ Work very different from what I do at my job 

___ Work with specific guidelines 

___ Work which allows me flexibility and decision-making 
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Stewardship Self-Reflection 
Fill in the blanks below with your personal responses. 

What has 
God given me? 

How can I practice 
good stewardship of this gift? 

My mind  

My home  

My family  

My work 
 

 

My possessions 
(including money) 

 

What I consume (food, 
fuel, etc.) 

 

The environment  

Civic community 
(neighborhood, state, country) 

 

The Parish Community 
and the Church 

 

My time  

My talents  

Other...  

 


