
Stewardship Intergenerational Gathering 
 

Small-group Session Plan 
4-year-olds thru Kindergarteners 

 
 
Objectives for this small-group time with this age group: 
1. Children will give thanks for all God has given them. 
2. Children will learn about sharing what they have. 
3. Children will consider ways in which they can help others. 
 
 
Materials needed:  

� Worksheets: “God has given me...I am thankful”; “I can help”  
� crayons, scissors, glue      
� drawing paper 
� CD player and song  of your choice for “The Kindness Game” 
� VCR and tape (Tape available from the Diocese) 
� Books: A children’s version of the Good Samaritan story.  

Before the session: 
� Go to your assigned room and check to see that everything is there and ready. 

                 You will be called by name to lead the children in your age group to your room. 
 
Session:  ( 60 minutes)                      
As you present the lesson, feel free to adapt as necessary to fit your style—you may find there 

is not enough time for everything.  On the other hand, if you have time left at the end, 
have children draw / color. 

 
1.        Welcome the children and seat them at one of the tables, or both if necessary. Tell them 

your name. Take a couple minutes to get to know them. Ask them to move their nametag 
to where you can see it, if necessary.   

 
2.        Take a little time to review the all-ages opening, on the theme of being grateful for all 

God has given us.  Do they remember some of the pictures they saw in the video, when 
the song was playing?  Which did they like the best?  How did the pictures make them 
feel? 

 
3.        Pass out the worksheet “God has given me—I am thankful”, which is divided into  
           quarters.  Have children use the crayons with the worksheet to draw different things they 
           can think of that God has given them, and for which they are thankful. 
 
4.        Ask children to share with the group things they have drawn.  As you praise them for 

their drawings, feel free to ask questions— “What do you like best about your family?” 
“Why are you thankful for your pet?”  Remark on how wonderful it is that God has given 
us all these good things. 

 
5.        After your discussion, show the short video clip from “The Wonder and Generosity of 

God”.  It shows two puppet characters, Tina and Roger.  Sr. Jane, an adult/teacher, ap-



pears later in the clip.   Tina goes into Roger’s room to borrow a horn for practice.  Even 
though he wasn’t going to use it, he doesn’t want to let Tina borrow it.  Roger has labeled 
everything that is his, so people don’t take his things.  Tina remarks that this is different 
from God, who gives us everything freely.  They continue to argue.  Roger is feeling sad 
about his stinginess, when in comes Sr. Jane.  Roger tells Sister that he doesn’t like to 
lend things out because people don’t always bring them back.  Sr. Jane encourages him to 
share anyway—that’s what God wants us to do, even if it’s hard.  Roger decides to 
change his ways and share his things.                                                                               

 
6.        Review with children what happened in the clip, and explore with them some of the main 

points—e.g. “What were the children’s names? Which one put their name on all their 
things?  Was he going to play with all of his toys?  Do any of you have brothers or sisters 
who take your things without asking?  Classmates who do that?  How do you feel when 
that happens?  Is it hard for you to share, or easy?  Should you share a toy with someone 
else, even if you know they might not bring it back?  How do you think Roger felt when 
he decided to share his things?  Remember how grateful we were for all the things God 
has given us?  God asks us to share what we have with others, even though it’s hard.”  
Continue the discussion as you feel appropriate, stressing how good it makes us feel to 
share what we have. 

 
7.        At this point, if you feel it is necessary, you can take a bathroom/play break to get the 

“wiggles” out.  It may be helpful to set a time limit for that, letting them know that they 
have 5 minutes, or however long you choose, before you continue the lesson.    

 
8.        Gather children in a circle—perhaps on the floor in a circle, so they can see and hear you.  

Ask how many like to help other people—they may wish to give examples of how they 
are helpful at home, school, or day care.  Who do they help? (Family, friends, grandpar-
ents, teacher).  Let them know that Jesus told a story of a man who helped someone he 
didn’t even know.  Then read a children’s version of the Good Samaritan story.  Review 
the major details of the story after you read it.  Repeat in your own words the question Je-
sus asks: Which one of the men was a neighbor to the man who had been robbed?  How 
was he a neighbor to him?  Who is our neighbor—is he just the person who lives next 
door?   And what are we to do for our neighbor? 

 
9.        Time to play “The Kindness Game” (a kind of musical chairs).  There will be two copies 

of the pictures attached to this lesson (Rainy Day, Valentine’s Day, etc.)  One copy will 
be taped on the back of the children’s chairs.  One copy of each you will have in a bag.  
Have children stand up, circling the table, behind the chairs.  Let them know that when 
you start the music, they should walk around the table in the direction you indicate.  
When the music stops, they should find a chair and sit in it.  Then, draw a picture from 
your bag of pictures.  Have the children check the picture on the back of their chair to see 
if it matches.  The child whose picture on his chair matches the one you pulled can stand 
up, and give an example of something kind they can do for someone else that would fit 
for that day (you may need to help them with the word if they cannot read).  For exam-
ple, giving a present, if the picture is (birthday cake).  You may need to help them with 
ideas if they have trouble.  Praise children for wonderful examples of how they can be 
kind to their neighbor, just like the Samaritan in the story.  When we help others, we can 
feel good about that. 



 
10.       “I can help” Worksheet: Give each child a worksheet (example attached) and a strip of 

six household objects.  They can cut each object from the strip, and glue it in the appro-
priate place in the house.  Help each child individually as they work, then explore with 
them where the different objects would belong, and how they can help (I can put my toys 
away, I can help set the table, etc.)  Scissors and glue sticks will be in your room. 

 
11.       Thank the children for their participation.  Ask them to take their work with them.  Just 

leave the materials in the room—it is important for you to go with your group and get 
back to your own family. 

 
THANKS!! 
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