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School of Liberal Arts – Department of Theology and Ministry 

THL 468-062 – Canon Law 
Sister Ann Rehrauer, OSF 

 

Fall 2018 Phone: 920-884-2726 

1 Credit Email: Ann.Rehrauer@sl.edu  

Saturdays, 9:00 AM – 2:30 PM Course Dates: SEPT 15, 22, 29 

Diocese of Green Bay 
Chancery – Bishop Fox Boardroom 
1825 Riverside Drive 
Green Bay, WI  54301 

Office Hours:   
Before or after class or by appointment 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Study of Church law, sacramental marriage and pre-marriage preparation, annulment 
process and documentation, and canons on sacraments and rites and parish 
administration. 
 
REQUIRED TEXTS   
1. Coriden, James A.  An Introduction to Canon Law. (Revised edition). Paulist Press, 

2004. ISBN (13) 978-0809142569, (10) 0809142562. 
2. Code of Canon Law. Latin English Edition, 2nd Printing 2012. Canon Law Society of 

America. ISBN (13) 9781932208320 (10) 978-1-932208-32-1 

 ONLINE:  http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG1104/_INDEX.HTM 

 NOTE: It is not necessary to purchase your own copy. Instructor will provide 
copies for use during class. Otherwise, you may want to borrow copy from your 
pastor/pastoral leader.  

3. Diocese of Green Bay Marriage Preparation Forms and USCCB Complementary 
Norms  

 Class notes provided by instructor 
 
RECOMMENDED TEXTS/RESOURCES 
1. Huels, John.  The Pastoral Companion, 2nd, 3rd or 4th edition (not the latest). 
 
ON-Line Resources 
1. Canon Law Complementary Norms. United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. 

ONLINE:  http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/canon-
law/complementary-norms/index.cfm  

 
  

mailto:Ann.Rehrauer@sl.edu
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG1104/_INDEX.HTM
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/canon-law/complementary-norms/index.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/canon-law/complementary-norms/index.cfm


  
Fall 
2018 

 

 2 Fall 2018, Rehrauer 
 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 
Participants will: 

Objective Assessment 

1. Understand the Code of Canon Law and the 
complementary norms for the United States and 
be able to find the key areas of both parts of the 
law to address questions of sacramental law and 
practice 

Class participation and small 
group discussion. 

2. Demonstrate an understanding of key elements 
of the law and the appropriate application of the 
law to a specific pastoral situation.  

A written case study analysis of 
one of 6 cases presented. 

3. Demonstrate a basic level of understanding of the 
key material on law as a system, the differences 
between universal and particular law, and 
sacramental law. 

Final written take-home 
examination which will include a 
marriage preparation scenario, 
definitions of key vocabulary, 
and questions on the 
complementary norms for the 
United States 

4.  Reflect upon their attitudes toward law and the 
beneficial use of the role of law in their ministry 
as deacons. 

A personal reflection paper on 
law as a means to assist the 
faithful (as part of the final 
exam.) 

5.  Accurately complete the pre-marriage forms 
used in their diocese(s) 

Class exercise using the 
marriage A and B forms, 
dispensation, and permission  

 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND ASSESSMENTS 
A participant is required to 
1. Demonstrate effective class participation  

 Attend all class sessions 

 Complete the required reading before class 

 Actively participate in class discussions (large and small group) 
2. Case Study 

 Prepare and submit one (1) written case study from those proposed by the 
instructor  

 Due Sept. 29th (last class) 

 Bring to class or email before class.  
3. Reflection Paper 

 Prepare and submit a short (one page) written reflection on the positive use of law 
in the deacon’s ministry  

 Due on OCT 6th. 
4. Final Exam 

 Complete a final, take-home examination  

 Due no later than OCT 6th 
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GRADE DISTRIBUTION 
1. Case Study   30% 
2. Reflection Paper  10% 
3. Final Exam   60% 
 
COURSE FORMAT AND ASSESSMENT RATIONALE 
The course begins with an introduction to the nature of canon law, by a comparison and 
contrast with American civil law.  Students will then be introduced to “General norms” and 
concepts of: particular/universal law, validity/liceity, who is subject to the law, 
interpretation, harmonizing apparent contradictory laws, dispensation, and presumptions 
in canon law.  After the general introduction, students will discuss the practical application 
of the canons on sacraments, focusing on issues of initiation (adult and infant baptism, 
confirmation and “faculties,” and Eucharist), anointing of the sick, and marriage: 
preparation, celebration, and the annulment process.  Students will then analyze and 
prepare to apply c. 844 on ecumenism and sacramental sharing, and temporal goods 
(financial administration) in a parish setting. 
 
Class participation helps demonstrate the student’s understanding of the material and 
ability to explain or share information with the faithful.  In the case study, students apply 
the law with fidelity to the law but also meshing that with the pastoral realities of a real-life 
situation (which never exactly matches the law).  The final examination (reflection) asks 
for a personal view of the role of law (demonstrating both a positive attitude toward law 
and the role of law in service to the people of God).  Since many of the deacons and other 
canonists work with marriage preparation, the class activity of filling out the marriage 
forms used in the diocese help them understand the content of the forms and the laws 
which ground the specific questions and requirements.   
  
LATE WORK 
The case study and final examination are due on the dates stated.  If necessary, and by 
agreement of student and instructor, an extension of one week may be granted.  
 
TENTATIVE COURSE CALENDAR 
Pre-assignment – Before SEPT 15th 

1. Read and Reflect on Coriden text 

 Introductory Issues pp. 1-70  

 The People of God – Book Two pp. 79-98 only 

 Skip the sections on the Roman Pontiff and College of Cardinals and 
Consecrated and Apostolic Life. 

2. Read Canons (from the Code): 1-2, 7-22, 85-93, 96-102, 106-110, 129-131, 134-135.   

 Note: You are required to read only the canons.  Reading a commentary on the 
canons is optional. 
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Session I – SEPT 15th  
1. Topics 

 History and sources of canon law 

 Comparison/contrast with American civil law 

 Principles for interpreting ecclesiastical law 

 Dispensation 

 Diocesan and parish structures 

 Legal persons and physical persons 

 The notion of power (jurisdiction) 

 Rights and obligations of the faithful 

 How to address and prepare a case study 
2. Assignment to prepare for September 22nd  

 Read and reflect upon the Coriden text section: Sanctifying Function, book Four:   
pp. 123-138 and 148-156. 

 Read canons 834-1007 and the USCCB Complementary norms that match those 
canon numbers 

 
Session II – SEPT 22nd  
1. Topics 

 Selected canons on initiation (baptism – infant and adult, confirmation, and 
Eucharist), ecumenical sacramental sharing c. 844, Anointing of the Sick and 
Funeral Rites, and selected canons on temporal goods (financial administration).   

 The rights and obligations of a deacon related to diaconate ordination 
2. Assignment 

 Read and reflect upon Coriden text, Marriage (in Sanctifying Function) pp. 139-147 
and Processes pp. 191 up to Administrative Recourse.   

 Read canons 1055-1165 and the USCCB complementary norms that match those 
canon numbers.  

 Complete case study for next week 
 
Session III – SEPT 29th    
1. Topic:   Marriage 

 Preparation for and celebration of the sacrament 

 Valid matrimonial consent 

 The essential goods and obligations of marriage 

 Dissolution, annulment, and validation 

 How to complete the essential paper work for marriage 

 The case study is due today 
2. Assignment:  Due Oct 6th  

 Final Exam 

 Reflection Paper  
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ADA ACCOMMODATIONS  
It is the responsibility of the student to inform the instructor of any disabilities that they 
may have that would require reasonable accommodations to be provided. Reasonable 
accommodations are modifications that will afford the student with a disability an equal 
opportunity to achieve the same results as a student without a disability. (Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973: Section 504; PL 92-112, Subpart E, Section 84). 
 
INCOMPLETES 
See Academic Bulletin. 
 
GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE 
Silver Lake College recognizes the right of community members in conflict. Resolution 
is first sought through dialogue. If no resolution can be found, formal grievance 
procedures can be utilized.  
 
In case of a grievance in a strictly academic matter, for example, grading in a course, 
acceptance into or continuation in an academic program or similar grievance, the initial 
recourse is through departmental procedures. An academic grievance that cannot be 
resolved by the faculty and student should be referred to the Department Chair and/or 
School Dean within 10 days of the incident. A matter that cannot be resolved on the 
department level is referred to the Vice President for Academic Affairs.  
 
The student will present the matter to the School Dean in writing, along with his/her 
reasons for making the appeal. The petition should include documentation of evidence 
that supports the student’s request for consideration of the question. A summary of the 
materials, including a re-grading by a different faculty member when appropriate, are 
submitted with a recommendation to the School Dean. If the student is not satisfied with 
the result, they may appeal to the Vice President for Academic Affairs. If the facts 
warrant a review, the Vice President for Academic Affairs will consult with the 
concerned parties, student, faculty, and department to ascertain the facts of the matter 
and render a final judgment.  
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY  
Academic integrity is expected. Silver Lake College’s policy on cheating and plagiarism 
can be found in the Silver Lake Student Handbook as well as the Academic Bulletin.  
 
KEEPING STUDENT WORK 
The instructor may, with the permission of the student, keep certain assignments that 
the student has submitted without the student’s name for program assessment.  
 
ATTENDANCE / ABSENCE 
Attendance must be taken and maintained on Joule in order to comply with federal law 
that requires the college to verify class attendance for all students who are receiving 
Federal Aid. School related events (athletics, concerts, etc.) are excused absences. 
Extended absences or absences that are due to serious circumstances must be cleared 
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as excused by the Registrar and/or the Academic Dean. Work that is missed because of 
a documented excused absence can be made up. Work that is missed because of an 
unexcused absence cannot be made up.  
 
SELECT SUPPLEMENTAL BIBLIOGRAPHY 
1. McKenna, Kevin. Concise Handbook of Canon Law.  Notre Dame, Indiana.  Ave 

Maria Press 2000. 
2. Foster, Michael Smith.  Annulment: The Wedding that Was.  How the Church Can 

Declare a Marriage Null.  New York/Mahwah: Paulist Press. 
 


