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Teach My People to Pray – Year II 2015-2016 
The Catholic Household as a Home of Prayer & Love 

 
1. Opening Slide 

o “The call of these first two years is to put first things first, which is all about establishing 
priorities centered around God; especially in our time, our talent and our treasure, our prayer, 
our service, and our sharing.” – Bishop David Ricken, Teach My People to Pray 
 

2. Welcome & Introductions 
o Introduce yourself 
o For small groups – less than 10 – invite those present to briefly provide their name, parish, 

they are from, role/position in the parish.  
o For larger groups – ask people to stand or raise their hands if they are: 

� Pastors, administrators, or pastoral leaders 
� Members of parish staff 
� Members of education ministries 
� Involved in pastoral or justice ministries 
� Other 

 
3. Opening Prayer 

o This fall, there is a follow-up Synod of Bishops in Rome called by Pope Francis to discuss 
marriage and family life.  

o As we begin our session today, we would like to begin with the prayer offered by Pope Francis 
for the first Synod on marriage and family life that was held last October, 2014.  

o After a moment of silence, please join me in praying this together. 
 

4. Overview 
o This afternoon (or evening) we would like to share some information with you and discuss the 

vision and initiatives for the coming year.  
o In the time available, we will be: 

� Setting the Context 
• Parishes: Holy, Engaged, Alive 
• Disciples on the Way 
• Teach My People to Pray 

� Bishop’s Household Meditation 
• This can be found on the diocesan website as well as The Compass website. 

� 2015-2016 Calendar & Opportunities 
� Resources 
� Questions, Comments & Suggestions 

o Please note that copies of the PowerPoint are available for you to download from the 
diocesan website (www.gbdioc.org) and use with parish leaders or interested parishioners. On 
the diocesan homepage, click on the main banner/slider to go directly to Disciples on the Way 
resources. 
 

5. Setting the Context 
o To help set a context for the information we’ll be covering, we’ll begin with a quick review of 

where we have come from.  
o We begin in June 2011 with Bishop Ricken’s pastoral letter, Parishes: Called to Be Holy, Fully 

Engaged and Fully Alive. 

http://www.gbdioc.org/
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� This document provided a basic vision and practical suggestions on initiatives that a 
parish could undertake to become more holy, engaged and alive. 

o We move to May 2014 when Bishop Ricken built on Parishes: Holy, Engaged, Alive with 
Disciples on the Way. 
� “The New Evangelization is not just another program- it is a way of life. As we become 

more deeply Disciples on the Way, being formed in prayer, discipleship  and mission 
over the next six years, may this foundation lead us to be people of great love for 
Jesus Christ and His Church and may we be fully engaged and fully alive as disciples 
of the Lord.” – Bishop Ricken 
 

6. Disciples on the Way: A Missionary Journey into the New Evangelization 
o "Disciples on the Way" is an invitation from Bishop Ricken to embark on a missionary journey 

into the new evangelization. 
o It’s a response to the increasing emphasis on the New Evangelization within the universal 

church. 
o This journey is addressed to all in the Diocese of Green Bay. 
o Bishop Ricken remarks "I would like to invite everyone to a journey; a journey of deepening 

our prayer life, of learning to be better disciples ourselves and of making disciples of others 
for the sake of the Kingdom of God. I invite each and every one of you to journey as the body 
of Christ with your Pastor or Pastoral leader and with your fellow parishioners in living out this 
'mission map' as a 'Disciple on the Way.'" 
� This diocesan journey is divided into three emphases over the coming six years: 

• Formation in Prayer and Holiness (2014 – 2016) 
• Formation in Discipleship (2016 – 2018) 
• Formation in Mission (2018 – 2020) 

 
7. Setting the Context 

o "Teach My People to Pray" is Bishop Ricken's pastoral reflection for Phase 1 of Disciples on 
the Way: Prayer and Holiness. 

o Bishop Ricken notes that, "The call of these first two years, is to put first things first, which is 
all about establishing priorities centered around God; especially in our time, our talent and 
our treasure, our prayer, our service, and our sharing. I would like to invite all the faithful in 
the Diocese to take the next step in deepening our prayer lives." 
 

8. Disciples on the Way – Year II 
o During this year, Bishop asks that we all seek ways to focus on families as households of 

prayer.  
� He asks that we transform our homes into a school of prayer and love by making the 

family of Jesus, Joseph and Mary your model and example.  
� Whatever your family looks like, your home is a household of faith where Christ is at 

the center of your family life. 
o The Catholic Household as a Home of Prayer & Love: (Bishop Ricken, Pastoral Meditation, 

Teach My People to Pray, p. 21. 
� “Each family is a domestic church, which means that each home has a noble purpose, 

meaning and special place in the Body of Christ. The home is a church in miniature. 
My mother used to say that a house is just a house until the family invests love in it, 
then it becomes a home. I would ask you to seek ways that you can pray together as a 
family and grow to love the Lord and the Church as a family unit. Bishop Robert Banks 
reminds us that, “Holiness is not something that we look for after we have finished 
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making a living and raising a family. Holiness is putting God at the center of the way 
we earn a living, raise a family and live our lives.” 

o Importance of Parents –Bishop Ricken, Pastoral Reflection, Teach My People to Pray.  p. 23. 
� “Fr. Patrick Peyton, the ‘Rosary Priest’, made this famous statement: ‘The family that 

prays together stays together.’  The best gift that parents can give their children that 
will sustain them during life’s struggles is the gift of a strong faith and a prayer life. 
Parents are instrumental in sustaining, nourishing and encouraging the faith of their 
children.” 

o Keep Sunday Holy – Focusing on the importance of the Sabbath and embracing it as a day 
dedicated to rest, prayer, and the Lord. 

o Dedication to the Holy Family and Consecration to the Sacred Heart, which we will discuss in 
length later in the presentation 

o Top Ten List (explained on next slide) 
 

9. Bishop Ricken’s Top 10 Ways to Build a Household of Prayer 
o From the May issue of The Compass 
o 1.) Reflect on Sunday Scriptures - Open the Bible; read and reflect upon the Scriptures for the 

coming Sunday individually and together regularly. 
o 2.) Attend the Sunday Mass as a family. 
o 3.) Teach children to sign themselves with the Sign of the Cross and to memorize the 

essential prayers of our faith.  
� Examples: Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be 

o 4.) Pray with, for and over those who live with you. 
� The rosary is an especially important prayer to strengthen your household. 

o 5.) Put religious symbols, statures and images in your home, car and, if possible, your work 
space. 

o 6.) Volunteer together by serving those in need in your community. 
o 7.) Attend the Sacrament of Reconciliation regularly and talk with your children about its 

importance. 
o 8.) Manage your schedules to “keep holy the Lord’s Day” so that Sunday becomes a day to 

strengthen and deepen your faith. 
o 9.) Speak of God and Jesus with joy and certainty, and pray before and after meals together. 
o 10.) Celebrate holy days with Mass and a special meal. 
o A holy life can be a healthy and happy life – have fun growing in faith and prayer together! 

 
10. Parish Expectations 

o As the shepherd and pastor of the Green Bay Diocese, Bishop Ricken sincerely cares about 
the spiritual needs of families and parishes.  
� Bishop is asking that the Dedication and Consecration be a vital component in both 

parish and household life during this second year of prayer for Disciples on the Way. 
� Of all the things we are discussing today, please focus your attention on these two 

efforts. 
� We are going to provide you and the households with all the necessary resources. 
� We are asking you to provide continuous promotion of these two initiatives.    

o Implementation – these must happen.  
� On December 27 at Mass, a prayer for Dedication to the Holy Family. 
� On June 3 at Mass, a prayer for Consecration to the Sacred Heart. 
� More details will be forthcoming on this.  

o Make sure your parishioners don’t toss this out as junk mail; this is not what it is.  
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o Bishop has always sent out a Christmas mailing and this year it will include additional 
information on household prayer and a special prayer card.  

o It’s not a solicitation for funds.  
o It’s an invitation and a gift from Bishop Ricken.   

 
11. Additional Opportunities for 2015-2016 

o Here are additional themes and events that can be worked into 2015-2016. 
o In Laudato Si, Pope Francis’ new encyclical, he is calling for a “relational connectedness.”  

� Each encyclical builds on previous ones. 
� Pope Paul VI called for integral development in Populorum Progressio, and through 

Pope John Paul II and Pope Benedict XVI, that thread has evolved into integral 
ecology.  

o International Family Events 
� World Meeting of Families 
� Synod on the Family 

• Bishop Ricken commissioned Sister Mariella Erdmann, art professor at Silver 
Lake College of the Holy, to paint a rendition of the Holy Family to celebrate the 
upcoming Synod on the Family. 

• This painting will be paired Pope Francis’ Synod Prayer to the Family, which 
was our opening prayer today, so that families may pray for the World Meeting 
of Families and the Synod on the Family.   

o Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy 
� “contemplate the mystery of mercy” - Pope Francis has announced an extraordinary 

Holy Year of a ‘Jubilee Year of Mercy’ 
• Will be held from December 8, 2015, the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, 

to November 20, 2016, the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the 
Universe (Christ the King). 

• During the year, the Holy Father has asked we focus on recognizing the need to 
extend God’s mercy throughout the world, continual conversion to Christ, 
reconciliation, and the works of mercy.  

� Door of Mercy - As part of our celebrations, the Diocesan ‘Door of Mercy’ will be 
located at St. Francis Xavier Cathedral and will be accessible from December 13, 
2015 through the Fall of 2016. 

• The door will be ‘opened’ at a special Mass on December 13th by Bishop 
Ricken. Having the multiple doors is meant to symbolize the church’s unity and 
communion.  

� Pilgrimage - Pilgrimages are encouraged during the Holy Year, especially to the 
Cathedral and the Holy Door, to focus on the opportunity for conversion and the path 
of our own path towards conversion in life. 

• “By crossing the threshold of the Holy Door, we will find the strength to 
embrace God’s mercy and dedicate ourselves to being merciful with others as 
the Father has been with us.” 

� Corporal & Spiritual Works of Mercy - The year of mercy also presents the opportunity 
for parishes to intentionally reflect upon and engage in the Corporal and Spiritual 
Works of Mercy within their local communities, schools, religious education, groups, 
etc.  

� Monthly Themes & Witness - The Office of Divine Worship will continue to publish the 
Holy Hour Booklets which include monthly themes and intentions for parishes to 
utilize throughout the year. 
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• We also look forward to opportunities whereas parishes can work toward 
allowing our witness to be ‘stronger and more effective’, working to discover 
and articulate our stories of faith. 
 

12. Pulling it all Together | Fall 2015 (August – October) 
o August 21 – Humor & Homily 

� Presenters Bishop Ricken & Julianne Stanz  
� Hosted by the Education Department, the target audience is school and catechetical 

leaders, teachers, catechists, and youth ministers. 
o August 21 – Deacon Convocation 

� Keynote Presenter is Fr. Shaun McKnight topic: Dance of Grace Marriage & Ordination 
o August 29 – Diocesan Gathering of Families at Camp Tekakwitha. 

� This local gathering will join with the spirit of the international event, “World Meeting 
of Families” in Philadelphia. 

� Bishop Ricken will address families. The day will focus on the theme, “Love Is Our 
Mission: Be Mercy and Light”. 

� Families from around the diocese will gather at the camp and discover ways to be 
“family disciples” back home and in their parishes. 

� More information on website: www.gbdioc.org/familydayatcamp 
o Sept. 22-27 – World Meeting of Families 2015, Philadelphia. 

� Two buses of pilgrims from the Green Bay Diocese will be attending the week-long 
international congress. 

� Pope Francis inspired this year’s theme - “Love Is Our Mission: The Family Fully Alive” 
emphasizing the impact of love and life of families in the world today. 

� Over 100 speakers will be addressing love, faith and family. Pope Francis will be 
attending the “Festival of Families” on Saturday and celebrating the closing Mass on 
Sunday afternoon. 

� The “World Meeting of Families” started in 1994, created by then Pope John Paul II to 
address the critical role of the family in society. 

� The international conference is held every 3 years, with the most recent one in Milan, 
Italy in 2012. 

o Sept. 26. – Dr. Ray Guarendi will be offering two presentations at St. John the Baptist Parish 
in Howard  
� Talk 1:  “Laughter: the sanity of family” 
� Talk 2:  “Marriage: small steps, big rewards” 
� Event is sponsored by the Diocese of Green Bay, Dept of New Evangelization, Office of 

YA Ministry, and Esto Vir.  
o Oct 5-7 – Clergy Congress 

� Keynote speakers are Fr. James Kubicki, SJ – Family Prayer & the Sacred heart, 
Stephen Binz – Forming Communities of the Word for the New Evangelization and Fr. 
Philip Bochinski – The Catholic Church, and Homosexuality, Clarity and Charity. 

o Oct 4-25, 2015 – Synod on the Family 
� The Ordinary Synod on the Family (last Fall, Pope Francis called an “Extraordinary 

Synod” which helped to surface the important contemporary family issues that the 
Bishops will address in this year’s synod on the family. It will be held at the Vatican. 

o Oct. 25 Middle School Youth Jam 
� Middle School Youth Jam is an afternoon/evening of music, prayer, Mass, fun, 

formation, and community! 
� This is a day where middle schoolers from throughout the diocese gather to hear 

impactful speakers, experience a community of hundreds of other students, discover 
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what it means to be someone who lives with a purpose, and learn how to pray through 
music and the liturgy. 

o Oct 29 – Leadership Convocation 
� Keynotes Dr. James Healy & Alice Heinzen – on Marriage and Household Spirituality. 
� Includes many workshops, exhibitors, and over 500 attendees at the KI Center in 

downtown Green Bay. 
 

13. Pulling it all Together | Winter 2015 (November – December) 
o Nov. 14-15 – Stewardship Weekend 

� Theme this year is “Every Knee Shall Bend” Emphasis on the Prayer dimension of 
stewardship. 

� Resource packet available on diocesan website to assist parish leaders.  
o Dec. 6 – GBYC 

� GBYC or the Green Bay Youth Conference is a gathering of high school students from 
throughout the diocese. 

� This year’s theme is “Master, I want to see” Mark 10:51. 
� High school students are given the opportunity to be inspired, to hear from people 

who live as authentic disciples in the world today, to pray with a community of 
hundreds of other high school students, to be exposed to the love of Christ through 
the Eucharist, and to experience Christ’s healing power through the sacraments. 

o Dec. 8  – Year of Mercy 
� Begins, and we will be having a Holy Door Opened at Cathedral on the 13th (already 

discussed earlier in presentation so no need to say more here) 
o Dec. 27 – Feast of the Holy Family (explained on next slide) 

 
14. Dedication to the Holy Family 

o The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph serves as the model of virtue of all Christian 
households. 

o They demonstrate that family life is a communion of love for one another. 
o This domestic church is where each member of the family learns to love God first and 

foremost, but also, how to love and respect each other. 
o These lessons in love establish how each member of the family is to build and foster a loving 

relationship with God and each other. 
o Many times, it is within our own families where we experience brokenness and loss. By 

dedicating ourselves to the Holy Family, we are asking for them to pray for our healing.   
o What does dedication mean? 

� The word dedication is used to describe persons who are devoted to God's service. 
� It is also applied to the "setting aside" of places for a special and sacred purpose. 
� We know that God is everywhere; however, it is a good idea to reserve a special place 

in one’s home to help focus and recognize the presence of God in our midst.  
� We can see many examples of reserving a special place for God in the Old Testament.  

(Genesis 28:18, 1 Kings 8). 
o Diocesan Mailing 

� Early December 
� Includes: Letter from Bishop, image of the Holy Family, a prayer for Dedication, 

information on the rosary, and prayer intention cards that you can send in to have the 
Bishop pray for. 
 

15. Continued | Winter 2016 (January – April) 
o Feb. 10 – Ash Wednesday 
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o Mar. 5 – Men’s Conference 
� “Husbands and fathers, I would ask you to be a spiritual father of your domestic 

church, your own family.” –Bishop Ricken. 
� In response to this, three equal sponsoring groups have joined together to sponsor a 

major men’s conference: the Diocese of Green Bay, Esto Vir, and the Norbertine 
Center for Spirituality.   

� Keynote speakers will include Coach Mike McCarthy of the Green Bay Packers, 
Antonio Soave and Fr. Peter Mitchell among others.   

� The focus will be on men’s discipleship and also to highlight the various men’s 
apostolates and resources that are available so that men can take this back to their 
parishes. 

o Mar. 22 – Chrism Mass 
� Year III of Disciples on the Way will be introduced by Bishop Ricken. 

o Mar. 27 - Easter 
o Apr. 3 – Divine Mercy Sunday 

� Great opportunity for parishes to offer special programs and reflections during 
weekend liturgies on Pope Francis Jubilee of Mercy. 
 

16. Continued | Spring 2016 (May – June) 
o May 10 – Interdepartmental Workshop 

� Major opportunity for parish leaders involved in various parish ministries, councils and 
committees to gather for variety of workshops for continuing education and formation. 

� Will be held at the KI Center in downtown Green Bay. Keynote and more details 
forthcoming. 

o May 15 – Pentecost 
� Bishop Ricken’s Reflection on Disciples on the Way: Years III-IV 
� Reflection to provide vision and insights to guide parish and diocesan efforts for 2016 

– 2018. 
o Jun. 3 – Feast of the Sacred Heart (explained on next slide)   

 
17. Consecration to the Sacred Heart 

o The word consecration literally means "association with the sacred".  
o Persons, places, or things can be consecrated, and a synonym for “to consecrate” is “to 

sanctify” 
o "Consecration" is used in the Catholic Church as the setting apart for the service of God of 

both persons and objects. A person may consecrate his or her life in an act of devotion. 
o This is really God’s devotion to us and our response, and that being devoted to Jesus’ Heart 

means sharing his deepest concerns and desires for humanity. For some, it’s not so much 
“rediscovering” as learning about a Heart-to-heart relationship with Jesus for the first time. 

o God is love.  We can see the love of Christ in the image of His Sacred Heart because Jesus’ 
heart is on the outside of his body. His heart is full of love and mercy for everyone. We need a 
conversion of the heart, to have hearts more like the Heart of Jesus. This was the focus of 
Pope Francis’ 2015 Message for Lent. 

o As creator, only God can transform persons or objects and make them sacred.  He desires to 
transform us into His sacred image, and we are gifted with participation in the holiness of 
God. We can then respond to God’s call to belong to the Lord in a new way.   

o Household Consecration to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
� To consecrate one’s family to the Sacred Heart of Jesus means that families will ask 

Jesus to come live in the hearts of every member of their family. They will ask Jesus to 
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bring their family together and show them compassion and mercy so that they may 
come to know, love, and serve God and with their whole minds and hearts.  

� As a family, they will also ask Jesus to give them love for one another. and their 
neighbors. 

o Diocesan Mailing 
� April/May 
� Includes: Letter from Bishop, image of the Sacred Heart, and a prayer for 

Consecration. 
o Dedication vs. Consecration 

� A dedication is a small step any person, parish, or household can take to bring 
themselves closer to God.  

� A consecration is a deeper devotion, so taking another step forward.  
� On our missionary journey as Disciples on the Way, these steps will strengthen our 

personal relationship with Christ and in knowing Christ’s love for us. 
  

18. Further Reflections on 2015-2016 
o Key Focus – Fostering a Household of prayer and love 

� Various ways in which the parish can foster and nurture households of prayer and love 
o Continue Holy Hours 

� Diocese will continue to provide resources that will incorporate the monthly themes 
outlined by Pope Francis for the Holy Year of Mercy 

o Tools – Please visit our diocesan website for tools and resources to help you and your parish 
implement, expand, and celebrate these initiatives. 

o Tools in Spanish – Please contact us for the specific resources you need in Spanish.  
o Still in process – What tools or resources would be most helpful to you as leaders? 

 
19. Feedback & Questions 

o 4X6 Card Input – on one side of 4X6 cards ask people to jot a few notes with their initial 
reactions to the presentation. 
� On the other side of the card as people to jot down some suggestions on how the 

diocese can do better in serving and assisting parish leaders – also include any 
specific tools or resources that those present might find helpful.  

� After they have had a chance to jot down some notes – invite discussion.  (as you 
collect the cards) Ask for reactions to the presentation – then ask what 
recommendations did they put down? 

o What have you heard today that involves new learning? 
o What is working at your parish that you would like to share with us?  
o What are your initial reactions to the plans for 2015-2016? 
o Where do you feel that you need more support?  
o What other tools or resources would be helpful to you? 
o Who needs to explore this further?  

� Pastor/administrator/pastoral leader 
� Staff 
� Parish Councils & Boards 
� Parish Committees 
� Education, Youth/Young Adult, Worship, Evangelization, Stewardship, Living Justice, 

etc. 
 

20. Contact Us 
o Wrap Up – Covered a lot. 
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o Thank you for your presence and helpful input. 
o If there are any ways that we can be of assistance – key contact is Peg VandeHey – but you 

can also contact any diocesan department. 
o We are all working together on this.  
o Periodically check the diocesan website for new materials as they become available. 

 
21. Closing Prayer 

o A Family Prayer, composed by Archbishop William E. Lori 
 

22. Thank You 
o “It is my hope that in the next two years we can build a renewed love for Jesus, cultivate our 

friendship with Him and rekindle, or experience for the first time, the fires of Divine Love 
placed in all of us at baptism.” - Bishop David Ricken, Teach My People to Pray 


